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THE 


PREFACE 


TO THE 


READER: 


5 Can very eaſe ly 
© (SH phanſie, that ma- 
MN Se SD, ny 20 the wery © 
Tr AS Bag fight of the 

OR: He, ys \ ent- 
ly imagine, has the Amour 
does either want the great 
Tithes, lying under the preſſure 
of ſome pitiful Vicaridge ; or 
that. he is much out of humour, 
A 2 and 


The Preface [| 
and diſſatisfied with the Pre- 


ſent condition of Afﬀairs ; or 
lafily, that he writes to no 
purpoſe at all, there having 
been an ebundance of unpro- 
fitable Adviſers in this 
kind. 
As to my being under ſome 
= Church Diſpenſation, you 
y know , I write not out 
of # pinching neceſſity, or out 
of any riſing Deſign; and you. 
may pleaſe to believe; that al- 
though 1 have a voſt ſolemn 
reverence for the Clergy in 
general, and eſpecially. for that 
of England; yet, for my own 
part, f muſt confeſs 10 you, 
J] am not of that Holy E1- 
ployment ; and. have as little 
thoughts of beins Dean or Bi- 
ſhop, 


to the Reader. 

ſhop, as they that think ſe, 
have hopes of being all Lord 
Keepers. 

Nor leſs miſtaken will they be, 
that ſhall judge me in the leaſt 
diſcontented ,. or any ways di- 
ſpoſed to diſturb the peace. of 
the preſent ſettled Church : For 
in good truth, I have neither 
loft Kings zor Biſhops Lands ; 
that ſbould incline me to a ſur- 
ly and quarrelſome complaining : 
As many be, who would have 
+ been glad enough to ſee His 

Majeſty reftored, and would 
have endured Biſhops daintily 
well, had they loſt 1o Money by 
their coming 0s. I am not, I'll 
aſſure you, any of thoſe occa- 
fional Writers, that miſſumg pre- 
ferment in the Univerſity can 


A 2 pre- 


The Preface 
preſently write you their new 
ways of Education; or beinp a 
little tormented with an ill cho« © 
ſen Wife, ſet forth the DoStrine | 
of Drworce to bz truly Evangeli- | 


val + The cauſe of theſe few ſheets || 


was hone$t and annivtent, . and as 
free from all pxſſion,as any defegn. 
Ns for the laſt thing which I 
ſuppoſed objefied, viz. That this 
Book is altogether needleſs,there 
having been an infinife tumber 
of Ghurch and Clergy-Menders, 
that have made many tedious 
and unſucceſsful offers : I mnt 
needs confeſs, that it were wery 
unreaſonable for me to expe a 
better reward : Only thus mitteb T 
think with Modeſty may be ſaid; 
that T cannot, at preſent, tall to 
wind any thing that is Propouney 
ed, 


- to the Reader. 


ed, but what is very hepeful, 

| and eafely accompliſhed. Kar. ins 

\ deed;fſhould I go about t0 tell-you, 

that 2 Child cart never. prove 4 

pro table infiryGtar of the people, 

unleſs : barn mben the Sun zo in 
Aries 3 or brought up in-« Scbool 
that hands fall. South ;:that be 
can newer be abla to; govern fray 
riſb;-utleſs he can ride the great 
Horſe ; or that he can never £0 
through the great Work of the 
Miniftry, unleſs, for three hun- 
dred years backward, it can. be 
proved that none of his F amily 
everhad Cough, Ague, or gray 
Hair; then I ſbould very patient- 
ly endure,to be reckoned amongsSt 
the vaineſt, that ever made at- 
tempt. But believe me, Reader, 
I am not, 45 you will eaſily ſee, a- 


i 


-; 


The Preface, &>c. 

ny comriver of an incorruptible 
and pure Cryſtalline Churchior a+ 
ny expefler of a Reign of nothing _ 
but Saints and Worthies : But 1 
only an honeſt and hearty wiſher, 
that the beſt of our Clergy might 
forever continue as they are,rich, 
and learned ;” and that the reſt 
might be very uſeful, and well e- 
ſteemedof intheir Profeſſion. 


THE 
GRouNnDs. & Occastons 
gs. | 
CONTEMPT 
OF THE  _ 


CLERGY & RELIGION 
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Enquired into, 


IE 


 $1IR, | PP 
yarme-oy Hat ſhort Diſconrſe; which 
way we lately had concern- 
ing the. Clergy ,” conti- 
nnes fo freſh in your 
wn wy mind, that I perceive, by 
your laſt, you are more than a little 
troubled to obſerve that diſeſteem 
that lies upon ſeveral of thoſe holy 


[2] 

Men. , Yout good wiſhes for .the 
Church, I know, are very firongand 
unfeigned , and your hopes of the 
World recerving much more advan- 
- tage, and better advice, from ſome of 
the Clergy , than uſually it is found 
by Experience to do ., are neither 
needleſs nor impoſhble. And as P 
have always been a devout admirer, 
as well as ſtrict obſerver of your aCti- 
ons; ſo I have conſtantly taken a 
' great delight to concur with you in 
your very thoughts. -Whereupon it 
1s, Sir, that I have ſpent ſome few 
hours upon that which was the occa- 
ſion of your laſt Letter, and the Sub- 
Je& of our late Diſcourſe. And be- 
fore, Sir , T.enter upon telling you 
what are my apprehenſions 3 I muſt 
moſt heartily profeſs , that for my} | 
own part, I did never think, finceat} ; 
all I underſtood the excellency and} 
perfection of a Church,but that Ours ; 
now. lately Reſtored, as formerly E-W * 
ſtabliſhed, does far out-go, as to all | 
Chriſtian ends.and purpoſes , either Þ & 
the pomp and bravery of. Kowze her Þ a, 

felf, 


[3] 
ſelf, of the beſt of Free Spiritwat 
States, But if ſo be it beallowable, 
where we have ſo undoubtedly 
learned and honorable a Clergy, to 
ſuppoſe that ſome of that ſacred Pto- 
felſion , might poſlibly have attain'd' 
to a greater degree of eſteent and. 
uſefulneſs to the World ; thenlT hope 
What has thus long hindred fo great 
and deſirable a Bleffingto this Nati- 
on, may be. modeſtly: gheſs'd at 3 et- 
ther without giving"any wilful of- 
fence to the preſent Church $ or any 

reat trouble, deat Sr, to your ſelf : 
And ifI be not very much miſtaken, 
whatever has heretofore, or dr es at 
preſent leflen the value of our Cler- 
gy , or render it in any degree leſs 


| ſerviceable to the World than might 


be reaſonably hoped , may be eafily 
referred to two very plain things ; 
the Tenorance of fome, and the Pover- 

ty of others of the Clergy. = 
And firſt,as to the Ieorance of ſorne 
ofour Clergy ; if we would make a 
ſearch to purpoſe, we mutt go as deep 
as the yery beginnings of Education; 
—— and, 


[4] 
aid, doubtleſs, may lay a great patt 
of our misfortunes to the old faſhio- 
hed Methods and - Diſcipline 'of FF 
Schooling it ſelf : Upon the well ot- |: 
dering of which, although much of 
the improvement of our Clergy can- 
not bedenied mainly to depend ; yer 
by reaſon this is ſo well known to : 
your ſelf, as alſo, that there has been 
many of undoubted Learning and 
Experience, that have ſet out:their | 
feveral 'Models for this purpoſe IT. 
ſhall therefore only mention ſuch Iofs 
of time and abuſe of youth, as 1s molt : 
remarkable and miſchievous, and as! 
could not be conveniently omitted 
in a Diſcourſe of this nature, though: 
never ſo ſhort. | 

And firſt of all , it were certainly 
worth the conſ1dering, whether it be 
unavoidably. neceſlary to keep Lady. 
to {txteen or ſeventeen years of Age; 
in pure ſlavery to a few Latin and 
Greek words ? Or whether 1t may 
not be more convenieut, eſpecially if 
we call to mind their natural incliz 


nations to eaſe and idleneſs, and how 
_  haxdly 


| 
) 
4 
f 
: 
y 


| [5] 
hardly they are perſivaded: of the 
excellency of the liberal Arts and 


\ Sciences, any further than the ſmart 


of the laſt piece of Diſcipline is freſh 


© in their memories ; whether I fay it 
oþenot more proper and beneficial, to 


mix with thoſe unpleaſant tasks and 
drudgeries, ſomething that in proba- 
bility might not only take much bet- 
ter with them , but might alſo be 
much eaſter obtained ? 

* Asſuppoſle, ſome part of time was 


allotted them for the reading of ſome 


mnocent Erghſh Authours 3 where 


[they need not go every line ſo un- 


willingly to a tormenting Dictiona-» 
ry; and whereby they might come 
ina ſhort timeto apprehend common 
ſence'3: and to begin to judge what is 


true: For you ſhall have Lads that 


are arch knaves at the Nominarive 
Caſe, and that have a notable quick 
Eye at ſpying out the Verb, who for 
want of reading ſuch common and 
familiar Books , ſhall underſtand no 
more of what 1s very plain and eaflie, 
than a well educated Dog or Horſe, 
;Þ> Bi3 Or 


[6] 
Or ſuppoſe, they were taught ( as 
they might much eaſter be, than what 
15 commonly offered to them the 
principles of Arithmetick,, Geometry, 
and ſuch alluring parts of Learning : # 
As theſe things undoubtedly would, 
be much more nſeful , ſo much more 
delightful to them , than to be tor- 
mented with a tedious. ſtory , how 
Phaeton broke his Neck ; or how ma- 
ny Nuts and Apples Titzr#s had fox 
his Supper : For moſt certainly 
Youths, if handſomely dealt with,are 
much inclinableto Emulation,& to a 
very uſeful cſteem of Glory;and more 
eſpecially , if it*he the reward of 
Knowledge ; and therefore if ſuch 
things were carefully and diſcretely 
prapounded to them , wherein they 
might not only eat neſtly contend a+» 
moneſt themſelves, but might alſo ſee 
how far they outskil the reſt of the 
World; aLad hereby. would think 
himſelf high and mighty, and would 
certainly take great delight in con- 
temning the next unlearned Mortal 
he meets withal. But if inſtead hexe- 

. of; 


[7 ] 


of, you diet him with nothing but 
with Rules and'Exceptions 3 with 
tireſome Repetitions of Amo's and 
Tixws; {etting a' day alſo” apart- to 
recite verbatim all the burdenſom 
. task of the foregoing week (which T 
ain confident 1s uſually as dreadful as 
an old Parliament Faſt) we-muſt 
needs. believe , that ſuch a one, thus 
managed, will ſcarce think to prove 
immortal by ſuch performances, and 
accompliſhments as theſe. You know 
very well, $7r,that Lads inthe gene- 
ral, have but a kind of ugly and odd 
conception of Learning 3 and look 
upon 1t as ſuch a ſtarving thing, and 
unneceſlary perfection, (eſpecially as 
it 15 uſually diſpens'd out unto them) 
that Nine-pins or Span-counter are\, 
; judged much more heavenly em- 
ployments : And therefore what 
pleafure, do we think,can ſuch a one 
take, in being bound to get againſt 
breakfaſt twa. or three hundred 
Rumblers out of Homer, in commen- 
'&ation of Achilles's Toes, or the Gre- 
£7ans. Boots ? Or to have meaſured 
o& B 4 gut 


£81] | 
ont unto him; very early in the motn- 
ing, fifteen or twenty well laid on 
Laihes, for letting a ſyllable flip too 
ſoon, or hanging too lang upon it? | 
Doubtle(s, inſtant execution upon ' 
ſuch grand miſcarriages as theſe; will 
eternally engage: him to a moſt ad-+ | 
mirable opinion of the Muſes. 

. Lads, certainly,' ought to be won 
by all poſſible Arts and Devices, ard 
though: many have invented fine Pi- 
Ctures and Games .,: to cheat them in- 
to the undertaking of unreaſonable 
burdens, yet this by no means is ſuch 
a laſting temptation , as the pro- 
pounding of that, which in it ſelf is 
pleaſant and alluring : For wefhall 
find very many, though of no excel- 
og quickneſs, will ſoon-percetrve the 
delign of the Landskip, and ſo took- 
ing through the veil, will then begin 
to take as little delight in thoſe pret- 
ty contrivances.as in getting by heart 
three or four leaves of ungay'd non- 
ſence. CEL An LS 

Neither ſeems the ſtratagem of 

Money tq be ſo prevailing and catch- 


ing, 


[9] 


ing, as a right down offering of ſuch 
Books which are ifigenions ahd con- 
verfient 3 there being but very few ſo 
ititolerably careful of their Bellies, 
28't6 look upon the Hhopes'of a Cake, 
or a few Apples, to be a ſufficient re- 
compenſe for cracking their Pates 
with a heap of independent words. 

I amnot ſenſible,” that I have ſaid 
- anything in diſparagement of thoſe 
two famous Tongues, the Greek and 
Latin , there being much' reaſon to 
value them beyond others; becauſe 
the beſt of humane Learning has 
been delivereduntous in thoſe Lan- 
guages. But he that worſhips them, 
purely -out of honour to Rome and 
Athens, having little or no reſpect 
to the uſefulneſs and extelletcy of 
the Books themſelves ( as many do) 
it isa ſign he has a great efteem and 
reverence of Antiquity , but I think 
him by no means comparable fot 
happineſs to him wha catches Frogs, 
or hunts Butter-flies. 

That ſome Languages therefore 
ought. to be fndied , 1s in a manner 
abſolute- 


[10] 
abſolutely neceſſary , unleſs all were 
brought to one (which would be the 
happieſt thing that the World could 
wilh for ; ) but whether the begin- 
ning of them, might not be more in- 
ſenſibly inſtilled, and more advanta- 
giouſly obtained , by reading philor 
ſophical , as well as other; ingenious 
Authours , than Janna Linguarum's , 
crabbed Poems and croſs-grain' d 
Proſe, as it hath been heretofore by 
others , ſo it ought to be afreſh conſt- 
dered by all well-wiſhers Ether to 
the Clergy or Learning. 

I know where 1t 1s the faſhion of 
ſome Schools , to preſcribe ta a Lad 
for -his Evening refreſhment, out of 
Commenigs, all the terms of Art be- 
longing to Anatomy, Mathematicks, 
or ſome ſuch piece of Learning. 
Now , 1s it not a very likely thing 
that a Tad (hould take moſt abſolute 
delight in conquering ſuch a plea- 
ſant Task , where , perhaps, he has 
two or three hundred words to keep 
1n mind , with a very ſmall proportt- 
an of ſence thereunto belonging 3 
' whereas 


(-LT ] 
whereas the ule and full meaning of 
all thoſe difficult terms , would, have 
been ' moſt infenfbly obteined ,, by 
leiſurely reading 1n_ particular this, 
or- the other Science? Is 1t not alſo 
likely .to be very ſavoury, and of 
comfortable uſe , to one, that can 
ſcarce, diſtinguiſh, between Virtue 
and Vice, to be tasked with high 
and moral Poems? For example: It 
15 uſually ſaid, by thoſe that are 1ntt- 
mately acquainted- with him , that 
Homer's Tliads and Odyſſes contain 
myſtically all the Aforal Law | for 
certain ,, if not a_great part of the | 
Goſpel (I ſuppoſe much aftet that rate : 
that Rablajs ſaid his Garaganiug con- 
tained all the Ten Commandements) 
but perceivable only to thoſe. that 
have a. Poctical diſcerning Spirit 5 
with which gift, I ſuppoſe , {ub at 
School are ſo early qualified. Thoſe 
admirable Verſes, Sir, of yours, both 
Engliſh and others, which you have 
| ſometimes favoured me with a fight 
of, will not ſuffer me to be ſo ſattiſh, 
| Þ to {light or undexvalue fo great 
A and 


(127 


hid noble an Accompliſhment. But }F: 


the committing of ſuch high, and 
. braveſenc'd Poems to a Schoo]-bay, 
whoſe main buſineſs 1s to ſearch out 
Eunningly the Antecedent and the 
Relative, to lieat catch for a ſpruce 
phraſe, a Proverb. , or a quaint and 
pithy ſentence, 1s not only to very 
little purpoſe , but that having gar- 
gled only thoſe :<legant Books at 
Schbol: this ſerves them inſtead of 
reading them afterward, and does in 
a manner prevent their being further 
lookt into: So that all the improve- 
ment, whatſoever it be, that may be 
reap'd out of the beſt and choiceſt 
Poets , 1s for the moſt part utterly 
loſt; in that a time is uſually choſen 
of reading them, when diſcretion 1s 
much wanting to gain thence- any 
true advantage. Thus that admirable 
and highly uſeful Morality T's Offi- 
. ces, becauſe it 15 a Baok commonl\ 
conſtrued at School, is generally ak 
terwards , ſo contemn'd by Acade- 
micks, that it 18 a Jong hours work to 
convince-them , that it is worthy of” 
being } 


[13] 
beirig look'd into agalht, becauſe they 
reckon it as a Book .read over at 
School; and no queſtion notablydi- 
geſted. 7 
. If therefore the ill methods of 
Schooling does not / only occaſion a 
great loſs of timethere, but alſo does 
et in-Lads a very odd opinian 
and apprehenſion of Learning, and 
much diſpoſes them tobe 1dle, when 
got a little free from the uſual ſeveri- 
ties 3 and that the hopes of more or 
leſs improvement in the Univerſities, 
very much depend hereupon, it 1s 
without all doubt, the great con- 
cernment of all that wiſh well to the 
Church , that ſuch care and regard 
be had to the management of Schools, 
that the Clergy be not ſo much ob- 
ſtructed in their firſt attempts and 
preparations to Learning. = - 

I cannot, Sir, poſſibly be ſo igno- 
rant, as not to conlider,that what has 
been now offer'd upon this argu- 
ment , has not only been largely 1n- 
ſiſted on by others, but alſo refers 


"NY not . particularly to the Clergy 


(whole 


[147] 


{whoſe welfare and eſteem T ſeem at 
pteſent ina ſpecial minner ſolicitous 
about ) but in general to all learned 
Profeſſions, and therefore might reas 
ſonably have been omitted 3 which 
certainly I had done, had I not call'd 
to mind , that of thoſe many, that 
Ons to themſelves Learning for 
a Profeſſion , there 1s ſcarce one of 
ten. but that his lot, choice, or ne- 
ceſſity, determines him to the ſtudy 
of Divinity. | $KeS$, 
Thus, $7r, I have given you my 
thoughts concerning the orders and 
cuſtoms of common Schools : A con- 
{ideration in my apptrehenfion not 
ſlightly to be weighed 5 being that 
to me ſeems hereupon very much to 
depend the Learning and Wiſdom of 
the Clergy , and the Proſperity of 
the Church. 
__ _ Thenextunhappineſs , that feems 
to have hindred ſome of our Clergy 
from arriving to that degree ofunder- 
ſtanding , that becomes ſuch an ho- |} . 
ly Office , whereby their company 
and diſcourſes might be much more 
than 


6334 
than they commonly arevalued and 
deſired, is, the inconfiderate ſending 
of all kind of Lads to the Univerfſi- 
ties, let their parts be never ſo low 
and pitiful, the inſtructions they have 
lain under never ſo mean and con- 
temptible, and the Purſes of their 
Friends never ſo ſhort to maititain 
them there. If they have but the 


commendation of ſome lamentable © 


and pitiful Conſtruing-Maſter , it 
paſſes for ſufficient evidence, . that 
they will prove perſons very, emi- 
nent 1n the Church. That 1s to ſay; 
1f a Lad has buta luſty and well- 
bearing Memory (this being the uſu- 
al and almoſt only thing whereby 
they judge of their abilities ) if he 
can ſing over very tunably three or 
four ſtanza's of Lilly's Poetry, be ve- 
ry quick and ready to tell what's L4- 
tir for all the Inſtruments belonging 
to his Fathers Shop; if preſently , 
upon the firſt ſcanning , he knows a 
ſponde from a daGyl; and can fit a 
few of thoſeſame without any ſence 
to his fingers ends; if laſtly , hecan 


ſay 


[16] | 
fay perfe&ly by heart his Academick 
Catechiſm, in pure and paſting La- | 
tin , 1. E: What is bis Name © Where 
wert he to School? and What Author 
i he beſt and chiefly skill d in 2: A © 
forward Boy , cries the School-Ma+ 
ſter, a very pregnant Child ! ten ' 
thouſand pities , but he ſhould be 


Scholar : He proves a brave Clergy+ K 
man , It warrant you. Away to the © 1 
Univerſity he muſt needs go 5 then NN i 
for a little: Logick,, a little Erhicks, Þ c 
and God knows a very little of eve- 7 
ry thing ele , and thenext time you ll 
meet htmit 1s in the Pulpit. . We 

Neither ought the miſchief which Ya 
arifes from {mall Country-Schools to Wat 
paſs unconſidered ;, the: little Go- Wſh 
vernours whereof, having for the fe 


moſt part, not ſtick'd inabove fix or ſte 
ſeven mouths full of Univerſity Air, 
muſt yet by all means ſuppoſe them+ Wet 
{elves ſo notably furniſhed with all 
forts of Inftruftions, and are fo ams : 
bitious of the. glory of being counted Witt: 
able to fend forth now and then ta | 
Oxford or Cambridge, from the little Þ 
Houſe | 


* ;& 
| Houſe by the Church-yard's ſide, otie 
bf theit 11] educated Diſciples, that 
to ſuch ts theſe oft-times is commit- 
red the guidance and inſtructiori of 
4 whole Pariſh: whoſe parts and im- 
provements duely confidered, wilt 
ſcarce render them fit Governouts of 
4 ſmall Grammar-Caſtle. Not that 
it is neceflary to believe, that there 
never was a learned or uſetul Perfori 
in the Church, but ſuch whoſe edu- 
cation had been at Weſt##inſter or S. 
Parl's: But, whereas moſt of the 
ſtiall Schools, being by their fiiſt 
E Founders defign'd only for the 
+ omen of poor Pariſh-Children 3 
Kind alſd that the ſtipend is uſually ſo 
Kſmall and diſcouraging, that very 
EBfcw, who can do much more than 
Arteach ro write and read, will accept 
Wot ſuch Prefetment ; for theſe to pre- 
Jend to rig out their ſmall ones fot 
Fan Univerſity Life, ptove oft-times 
Fe very great inconvenience and dani- 
; Witage-to the Church 
\ And as many ſuch diſmal things 
; We ſent forth thus with very ſmall 
3 i C tackling, 
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tackling, {o not a few. are predeſtis 
nated thither by their Friends, from 
the forclight of a good Benefice. .: If 
there be rich Paſture, profitable-Cus 
ſtoms, and that Heary the Eighth hag 
taken out no Toll, the Holy Land is 
a very good Land, and affords as 
bundance of Milk and Honey :. Far 
be it from their Conſciences the cons 
ſidering whether the Lad is likely to 
be ſerviceable to the Church, or-tg 
make wiſer and better any of his Pa 
riſhioners. 4 
All this may ſeem at fir{t ſight tg 
be eaſily avoided by a ſtrict exams 
nation at the Univerſities, and ſo r& 
turning by the next Carrier all that 
was ſent up not fit for their purpoſe 
But becauſe many of their Relatiay 
are oft-times of an inferiour Congh 
tion 3 and who either, by imprudet 
Counſellors, or elſe out of a tickling 
conceit of their Sons being,\forſooth 
an Univerſity Scholar, have purpoſes 
ly omitted all other opportunittes.of 
a livelihood, to return ſuch, would 
ſcem a very iharp and ſevere dill 
appoints 
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appointment. | | Poſſibly it might 
be:-much better, if Patents them- 
ſelves, or their Friends, - would be 
much more wary - of determining 
their Children' to the Trade of 
Learning. And if ſome of undoubt- 
ed knowledge and judgment, would 
ofter their advice and ſpeak their 
hopes of a Lad 'about thirteen or 
fourteen years of Age ( which I'll 
aflure you, Sir, may be done with- 
Gut conyjuring :') and never omit to 
enquire ,. whether his relations are 
able' and willing to maintain him 
ſeven years at the Univerſity, or ſee 
fome certain way of being continued 
there ſo long, by the help of Friends 
or others 5 as alfo upon no ſach con- 
ditions, as ſhall in likelthood de- 
WT prive him of. the greateſt parts of his 
s Studies. E, 

S For it is a common faſhion of a 
great many, tocomplement, and in- 
A vite infertour Peoples Children to 
ww the Univerſity, and. there pretend 
ld to” make ſuch'an all-bountiful pro- 
if viſion for them, as they ſhall not fail 
ts a. of 


S— 
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of coming toa very eminent degree 
of Learning : But whemthey come 
there, they ſhall fave a Servants 
Wages. They took therefore here- 
tofore a very good method to-pre- 
vent Sizars over-heating their brains; 
Bed-making , Chamber-[weeping , 
and Water-fetching, were doubtleſs 
great preſervatives againſt too much 
vain Philoſophy.Now certainly ſuch 
pretended- favours and kindnefles 
as theſe, are the. molt right down 
diſcourteſies in the World. For ity 
ten times more happy, both for allfl 
Lad and the Church, to be a Corn 
cutter, or Tooth-drawer, to make 
or mend Shooes, or to be of any ins 
feriour Profeſſion, than to be invis 
ted to, and promiſed the Convent 
encies of a learned Education, anc 
to have his name only ſtand airing 
upon the College Tables , and hu; 
chicf buſineſs ſhall be to buy Egg 
and Butter, 
Neither ought Lads parts, before 


they be determined to the Univer, 


firy be only conſidered, and likeli 
| hood. 
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hood of being diſappointed in their 
Studies, but alſo Abilities or hopes 
of being maintain'd until they be. 
Maſters of Arts. For whereas two 
hundred, for the moſt part, yearly 
Commence, ſcarce the fifth part of 
theſe continue after their taking the 
firſt degree. As forthe reſt, having 
exactly learned, Quid eft Logica £ 
and O©ot ſunt Virtutes :Morales ? 
down they go by the firſt Carrier, 
upon the top of the Pack, into the 
Weſt or North, or elſewhere, ac- 
cording as their Eſtates lye, with 
Y Burger/dicius, Euftachins, :and ſuch 
F great helps of Divinity 3 and: then 
tor Propagation of the Goſpel. By 
that time they can ſay the Predica- 
'Y ments and Creed, they: have their 
KF Choice of Preaching, or Starving. 
bo Now, what a Champion for Truth 
s ſuch a thing likely to be? What 
FN an huge blaze he makes in the 
Church? What a Raiſer of Dod&rines. 
*F what a Confounder of Hereſies . 
"} what an able Interpreter of hard 
Places, what a Reſolver of Caſes of 
| C 3 Conſcience, = 
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Conſcience, and what a pridenf 
Guide rift he needs be to all his 
Pariſi fe o 
_ © You may pofhibly think, Sir, that 

this ſo'early preaching might be Ea 
fily avoided, by with-holding'H 
Orders : the Church ' having ve! 
prudently ' conſtituted in Her - Ca 
nons, that noneunder Twenty thres 
Years of Age  ( which"is the ufual 
Age after ſeyen Years being at theUh 
niverſity ) ſhould 'be admitted: __ 
great Employment. -' 

This” indeed might ſeem todo 
ſome ſervice, were'it carefully: obs 
ſerved; 3 and were there not a t 
to be got, called a'Diſpenfation 
which will preſently 'make' your 
old as yon pleaſe. i 

But if you will, Sir, we'll ſup 
poſe that 'Ofders were ſtrictly detiy« 
ed to all, unleſs qualified according 
to Canon. | T cannot foreſee any & 
ther Remedy, but that moſt of thole 
Univerſity *Youngſters' muſt falF to 
the Pariſh, and becothe a "Town 
C -harge, until they, be 'of Spiritual 
Age, 
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Age. For Philoſophy 1s a very idle 
thing, when one is cold : And a 
ſmall Syſtem of Divinity ( though 
it. be Wo/ebizs himſelt ) is not ſuffi- 
cient when one 15 hungry, What 
then' ſhall we. do with them, find 
where ſhall we diſpoſe of them until 
they, come to a holy Ripeneſs 2 May 
we venture them into the Desk to 
read Service ? Fhat cannot be, be- 
cauſe not capable: Beſides, the 
tempting Pulpit ufually - ſtands 
too near. Or, ſhall we- truſt them 
in ſome good Gentlemehs houſes, 
there to pertorm holy things > With 
all my heart, ſo: that they may not 
be called down from their: Studies 
to ſay Grace to every health : That 
they may havea little better Wages 
than the Cook, 'or Brutler : As allo 
that there be a Groom 11 the Houle, 
belides the Chaplain : ( For ſome- 
times to the Ten pounds a year, 
they: crowd thelooking after a cou- 
ple of Geldings:) And that: he may 
not be ſent from Table, picking his 
Tecth, and ſighing with his Hat un- 
'» C 4 der 
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der his Arm, whileſt the X-ight and 
my Lady eat up the Tarts ind Ch ck- 
ens: It may be alſo convenient, if. 
he were ſuffered to ſpeak now and 
then 1n the Parlour, befides at Grace 
and Prayer time : And that my Cou- 
ſin Abigail and he fit not too near one 
another at Meals : Norbe preſented 
together'to the little Vicarage. All 
this, Sir, muſt be thought of: For 
in good earneſt, a Perſon, at all 
thoughtful of himſelf and Conſci- 
ence, had much better chuſe to live 
with nothing but Beans and Peaſe- 
pottage ( ſo that he may have the 
command of his thoughts and time ) 
—than to have_his ſecond and third 
Courſes, and to obey the unreaſon- 
able humours of ſome Families. | 
And, as ſome think, two or three 
years continuance 1n the Univerfity, 
ro be time ſufficient for being very 
great Inſtruments in the Church 3 ſo | 
others we have ſo moderate, as tq 
count that a ſolemn admiſſion, , 
_ anda formal paying of College Des 
triments , withour the trouble of 
Phi- 


C25] 
Philoſophical Diſcourſes, -Difputa- 
tions, and the like, are Virtues that 
will influence as far as Newcaſtle, 
and improve, though at never ſuch 
a diſtance. . 

So ſtrangely poſleſled are Peo- 
ple in general,, with the ealineſs 
and ſmall Preparations that are 
requiite to the Undertaking of the 
Miniſtry, that, whereas in other Pro- 
feſlions they plainly ſee what confi- 
derable time is ſpent, before they 
have any hopes of arriving to skill 
enough to praQiſe, with any -con- 
fidence, what they have delign'd ; 
yet to preach to ordinary People, 
and govern a Country-paniſh, js 1- 
fwally judg'd ſuch an eafte perform- 
ance, that any body counts himſelf 
tit for the Employment: We find 
very few ſo unreaſonably confident 
of their parts, as to. profeſs either 


Y £Zaw, or Phyſick, without either a 


conſiderable continuance in ſome of 
tne 125 of Courts, Or an induſtrious 
ſearch in Herbs, Anatomy, Chymi- 
liry, and the like ; unleſs it be only 
| to 
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to make a Bond; or give a Glyſter, 
But, as for the knack of Preaching,' 
as they call it, that is ſuch a-very 
eafie: attainment, that he 15 counted 
dull to purpoſe that is not. able at a 
very ſmall warning, to faften upon 
any Text of Scriptuse; and to: tear 
and timble it till the Glaſs be out. 
Many, I know very well, are forced 
to diſcontinue, having neither ſtock 
of their own, nor Friends to-main- 
rain them in the Univerſity. But, 
whereas'a 'Man's Profefſion and Em- 
ployment in this 'World, is very 
much/itr his own;- or it the Choice! 
of ſach+ who are moſt nearly: con- 
cer d'for him : He" therefore that 
foreſces thar he is not likely'to have 
the 'advaritage of a'continued Edu- 
cation ; ' he had! much better com- 
mit himſelf to' an approved-of :Cob- 
ler or Tinker, wherein he may: be 
duly reſpe&ed according tohis Of- 
fice arid condition of: Life, thar-to 
be only a diſeſteemed-Pertifogger or 
Empirick in Divinity. 0 

By this time, Sir, I hope you begiut 
to 
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to conſider, what a: great diſidven- 
tage it-has been, to, the Churgh-and 
Religion, the meer, venturous.and-in- 
conliderate determining of Youths 
to the Profeſſion of Learning, - 
There 1s {till one thing by a: very 
fer at all minded; that ought alſo 
_nott6 be overlooked 5; and that is, 
2 good Conſtitution, and: Health of 
Body. And therefore- diſcreet and 
wiſeiPhyſicians ought alſo ta, be-con- 
ſalted, before -an abſolute 'Reſolve 
be made:to live the lite of the:Learn- 
ed. For he that has ftrength-enongh 
to buy and; bargain, may be of 3 
very unfit habit of: body ta f6t-{till fo 
much; as1n general is requiſite! to a 
competent degree of Learning: For 
although. reading . and thinking , 
breaks: neither Legs nor Arms, yet 
certaialy there 1s nothing that: ſoflags 
the Spirits, diſorders theBlood, and 
enfeebles the whole: Body. of; Man, 
as intenſe-Studies. : As for hit thav 
rives Blocks, ' or carries Packs, there 
is no-' great expence of parts, no 
Anxiety of Mind; -no great: Intel- 
10 | lectual 
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le&ual Penſivenefs : Let him but 
wipe his Forehead, and he is perfeCt- 
ly recovered. But he that has many 
Languages to remember; the Na- 
ture almoſt of the whole World to 
confult, many Hiſtories, Fathers, 
and Councils to ſearch into, if the 
Fabrick of his body be not m_ 
and healthful, you will ſoon fin 

-him as thin as 2/etaphyſicks, and look 
as piercing as School ſubtlety. Thus, 
Sir, could not be conveniently omit- 
ted 3 not only, becauſe many are 
very careleſs in-this pornt, and ata 
venture determine thetr, young Re- 
lations to Learning 3 but becauſe, 
for the moſt part, if amongſt many, 
there be but one of all the Family 
that is weak and ſickly, thatis lan- 
guiſhing and conſumptive, this of all 
the- reſt, as counted not fit for any 
courſe Employment, ſhall be:pick'd 
out as ' a choice Veſſel for the 
Church: Whereas .moſt evidently, 
heis much moreable to dig daily in - 
the Mines, than to. fit croſs-legg'd 

muſing upon his Book. | 
I am 
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I atm very ſenſible, how obvious 
it might be here to hint, that, this 
ſo curious and ſevere inquiry, would 
much hinder the praQtice, and abate 
the flouriſhing of the Univerſities : 
As alſo, there has been ſeveral, and 
are {till many living Creatures in the 
World, who whilſt young, were of 
a very {low and meek apprehenſion, 
have yet afterward cheared up into 
a great briskneſs, and becanie Ma- 
ſters of much Reaſon : And others 
there have been, who, although 
| forced to a ſhort continuance in the 
Univerſity, and that oft-times inter- 
rupted ; Some ſervices, have 
yet by ſingular care and induſtry, 
| proved very famous in their Gene- 
ration : And laſtly, ſome alſo of ve- 
ry feeble and crafie Conſtitutions in 
their Childhood , have out-{tudied 
their diſtempers, and have become 
very healthful,and ſerviceable in the 
Church. 

As for the flouriſhing, Sir, of the 
Univerſities; what has been before 
laid, aims not in the leaſt at Gentle- 
mecn 
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ther, whoſe coming thither is chiefly 
for the hopes of ſingle improvement, 
and whoſe Eſtates do free them from 
the neceflity of making a gain of 
. Arts and Sciences 3' but only at ſich 
as intehd4 to make” Learning their 
Profeſſion, as well as Accompliſh- 
metit 2 So that 'our Schools may be 
{till as' fall of Flotiriſhings; of fine 
Cloeaths,”- rich Gowns, and future 
Benefattors, as ever. And ſuppoſe 
we do tinagine, 43 1t 15 not neceſſa- 
ry we /ſhoult , that the number 
ſhould be a little leſſen'd ; this ſure- 
ly will not abate the true ſplendour 
of an Univerſity in any Man's opt- 
nion;. but his, who reckonsthe flous 
ruſhing thereof, rather from the mal- 
titude of meer Gowns, than fron 
the Ingetmity and Learning of thoſe 
that wear them no more than we 
have reaſon to count the flouriſhing 
of the Church, from that vaſt num- 
ber of People that crowd into Holy 
Orders, rather than from thoſe 
Learned and uſeful Perſons that de- 
fend her Truths and manifeſt her 
O | But 


| 
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But, I ſay, Ido-not fee any perfe&t 
. heceſlity, | that our Schools ſhould 
hereupon be thinn'd and leſs fre- 
quented 3 having ſaid nothing a- 
gainſt the Multitude , but'the in- 
dilcreet Choice. ' If therefore, in- 
{tead- of ſuch either of inferiour 
parts, or a feeble Conſtitution; or 
of unable Friends., there were 
pick'd out thoſe: that were of a 
tolerable Ingenuity, of a ſtudy-bear- 
ing Body, and had good hopes of 
being continued; 'as hence there is 
nothing to hinder our Univerſities 
from being full, ſo likewi{& from 
being of great Credit and Learn- 
ing, 

Not to deny then, but that now 
and then there has been a Lad of ve- 
ry ſubmiſſive parts, and perhaps no 
great ſhare of time allow'd him for 
his Studies, who have proved, be- 
yond all expectation , brave and 
glorious: Yet ſurely we are-not to 
over-reckon this {o rare a hit,” a5 to 
think that one ſuch proving Lad , 


ſhould make recompenſe and faris- 
faction 
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Aion for thoſe many weak ones 

C as the common people love td 
phraſe them) that are in the Church# 
And that no care ought to be taken, 
no choice made, no Maintetiance + 
provided or confidered , becauſe . 


now and then in an Age, onenira- 


eulouſly beyond all hopes, proves 
learned and uſeful, 1s a pradtice, * 
whereby never greater Miſchiets , 
and diſeſteem has been brought up- 
on the Clergy. 

_ T have 1n ſhort, Sir, run over what - 
ſeemed to me, the firſt Occaſions of 
that ſmall learning, that 1s to be 
found amongft ſome of the Clergy. 
I ſhall now paſs from Schooling to 
the Univerſities, 

I am not ſo unmindful of that De- 
votion which I owe to thoſe places, 
nor of that great eſteem I profeſs to 
have of the Guides and Governours 
thereof, as to go about to preſcribe 
new Forms and Schemes of Educa- 
tion , where Wiſdom has laid her 
Top-ſtone. Neither ſhall I here 
examine which Philoſophy, the old: 
OV 
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- by new, makes: the beſt - Sermons : 
; iris hard to fay that Exhortations can 
bertono purpoſe, if the Preachet be- 
lieves that the: Earth ttirds' round : 
Or; 'that his Reproofs can take no ef 
| ect; unleſs he will ſappoſe a Yarunmr. 
| There has. been'good Sermons, no 
| queſtion, tfidde in the daysof Materia 
= 7ri4:2, and' Occult ©walities >" And 
| there 15 donbrle;Kill HWgbod Diſcour- 
ſes now tridet the Reigit'of Atoms. 
'There is butitwo things wheieit| 
count the Clergy chiefly coricerned 
, (as to Par prog that 
6 prefent I ſh venture' to make In- 
quiry into. 

ATR the firſt-is this; Whether or no 
| It were not highly uſeful” (eſpecially 
; for the Clergy, who are ſuppoſed'to 

teak Engliſh tothe People) that Er- 
elſh Exerciſes were impoſed npon 
Lads, if not in publick Schodls, yer at 
leaſt privately. Not, but that Fam a» 
bundantly ſatisfied that Latin, O La- 
tinl tis the all inall, and the very 
cream of the Jeſt: As allo;thatOratory 
ſs theſame m'-all Languages: The 

D fame 
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fame Rules being obſerved, the ſame' 
Method, the ſame ' Arguments and 
Arts of per{waſion 3 But yet it ſeems 
ſomewhat. beyond the reach of ord 
nary. Youth, ſo to apprehend thoſe 

eneral Laws, as to make a juſt ang 
allowable uſe of them in all Languas 
ges, unleſs exerciſed particularly wn; 
them. Now, we know, the Lane 
guage that. the very learned part of 
this Nation mult truſt to live by,, uns 
leG it be 'to make a, Bond, or pres 
ſcribe a Purge (which poſhbly ma 
not oblige or work ſo well in any oz 
ther Languageas Latix) is the Engliſh, 
And after a Lad has taken his leave 
of Madam Univerſity, God bleſs himy 
he is not likely to deal afterward 
with much Latiz 3 unleſs it be tg 
checker a Sermon, or to ſay Salveto to 
ſome travelling Dominatio Veſira i ; 
Neither is it enough to ſay, that the: 
Engliſh 18 the Language with which Þ ; 
we are ſwaddled and rock'd aflee Ny | 
and therefore there needs none'of 
this artificial and ſuperadded care. ; 
For there be thoſe that ſpeak very, 
well, 
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well, plainly, and to the purpoſe, arid 
yet write moſt pernicious ahd phan- 
taſtical ſtuff: Thinking, that whatſo- 
ever 15 written muſt be more than or- 
dinaty, muſt be beyond the guiſe of 
common ſpeech, muſt ſavour of Rea- 
ding and learning, though it be al- 
together needleſs, and perfeRly ri- 
dicutous. : 
Neither ought we to ſuppoſe it ſuf- 
fictent, that Engliſh Books be fre- 
gnnly read 5 becauſe there be of all 
orts good and bad (and the worſt 
are likely to be admired by Youth 
fore than the beſt) unle(s Exerciſes 
be required of Lads, whereby it niay 
be gheſſed what their judgment is, 
'F where they be miſtaken, and what 
'E Authors they propound tothemſeIves 
for imitation. For by this means 
they may be corrected ard adviſed 
early, according as occaſion ſhall re« 
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LY quire : Which if not done, their 11} 
le will be ſo confirmed, theit itn- 
'& proprietics of ſpeech will becoihe ſo 
F natural, that it 'will be a very hard 
; Matter to ſtir or alter their faſhioHt of 
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Writing, It is very- curious to obs. 
ſerve, Wwhat- delicate Letters your 
young Students write after they have 
got a little ſmack of Univerſity Lears 
_ ! In what elaborate heights, and 
tolling nonſenſe will they: greet'2 
right-down Emglih Father, or Couns 
try Friend ! ift there be a plain 'wore 
in it, and ſuch as15 uſed at home, this 
taſts not, ſay they, of Education as 
mong Philoſophers, and-jt is countel 
damnable Duncery .: arid want 
Phanſie : Becauſe, Tour Loving Friend 
or Humble. Servant, is -4 Commyy 
phraſe in Countrey-Letters: ;' ther 
fore the young Epiſzler 1 Yours to: th 
Antipodes, . or at leaſt tothe Centre 4 
the Earth ;, and becauſe ordinan 
Folks love and reſpe# you, thereto 
you are to him the Pole Star, a J 
cob's Staff, a Load- ſtone, and a Dh 
mark Roſe.” 1 
And the miſery of 1 it is, this x 2 
nicious accuſtom'd way of exprelt 
on. does not only oft-times go-alonj 
with'em to their Benefice,but accom 
Pames them to the yery Grave ; And 


for 
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for the moſt part an ordinary Gheeſ- 
monger or Plum-ſeller, that ſcarce 
_ ever heard. of an Univerſity, ſhall 
write much better ſenſe, and more 
to the purpoſe than theſe young Phi- 
: loſaphers, who injudiciquſly hun- 
ting only for great words, make 
themſelves learnedly ridiculous, 
. .. Neither canit be eafily apprehen- 
ded, how the uſe of Engliſh Exercilcs 
ſhould any ways hinder the improve- 
ment in the Latiz Tongue, z but ra- 
ther be much to its advantage : And 
this may be eaſily believed, conſide- 
ring what dainty ſtuffis uſually pro- 
duced for a Latin Entertainment. 
Chicken-broth is not thinner than 
that which is commonly offered for a 


& piece of moſt pleading and convin- 


cing ſence, For, I'll butſuppoſe an 
Academick Young(ter to be put up- 
on a Latin Oration : Away he goes 
preſently ta his Magazine of colle&-. 
ed Phraſes ; he picks out all the Glit- 
terings he can. find; he hales in all 
Praverbs, Flowers, Pactical . Snaps, 
Tales out of the Di&ionary, or elſe 

D 3 ready 
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Fy eady latin'd ro his hand out of Lie 
coin 4 This done, he comes tothe 
end of the Table, and having made 


a ſubmiſhve Leg, and alittle admir'd 
the number, an Gert couns 
tenances of his Auditors 


into a moſt lamentable complatinl 
his znſu ifficiency and tenuity : That he 
poor thing, hath no acquaintance with. 
above a Muſe and 4 bal and that he 
ever drunk, above ſix-q. of Helicon, 
and you have put hint fie upon ſuch # 
tak (perhaps the buſineſs is only} 
which 1s the nobleſt Creature a Fle# 
or 4 Louſe) that would much better fill 
ſome old ſoker at Parnaſſus, than hi 
ſipping nnexperienc'd Bibberſhip. Alas 
poor Child ! he is ſorry at the very ſoul 
that he has no better ſpeech 5 and wons 
ders in his heart, that you will loſe ſa 
emmnch time as to hear him s For he hat 
neither Squtibs nor Fireworks, Start 
or Gloriess the curs'd Carrier loſt his 
beft Book of Phraſes, and the Malicis 
ows Mice and Rats eat up all his Pearls 
aud Golden Sentences ; Then he 


tick] <2 | 


e ſab- il 
jet be what it will) he falls preſently | | 
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tickles over alittle the skirts of the 
Buſineſs : By and by. for a fimilitude 
fromthe Sx or Mooz 5, or if they be 
notat leiſure, from the grey.ey'd Morn, 
a'ſhady Grove, or a purling Stream c. 

\ This done, he tells you, that-Barna- 
 by-bright would be mach too ſhort for 
him to tell you all that he could ſay ; 
and ſo fearing he ſhould break the thread 

of your patience, he concludes. | 

- Now it ſeems, Sir, very probable, 
that if Lads. did but firſt of all deter- 
mine in Ergliſh, what they intend to 
ay in Latin, they would of them- 
ſelves ſoon diſcern the triflingneſs of 
EF fuch Apologies, the pittifulneſs of 
J their 'matter, and the 1mpertinency 
KY of their Tales and Phanfies, and 
would according to their ſubject;age, . 
and parts, offer that which would 
be much more manly, and to- 
tolerable ſence. And if. I may 
tell you, Sir, what I really think, 
moſt of that Ridiculouſneſs, phanta- 
{tical Phraſes, harſh and ſometimes 
blaſphemous Metaphors, abundantly 
foppiſh fimilitudes, childiſh and em- 
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pty Tranſitions,and the.like, ſo conM. 

_ nionly-uttered* outi-of Pulpits,:and 
fo fa tally redounding to the diſcredit” 
of the*Clergy, may in a great meax 
fure becharg'd uponthe want of that 
which'we haye here fo much cantens 
ded for). 2.) + 

- 'The ſecond: In airy that may be. 
made, isthis: Whether or no-puns» 
ning, quibling, and that which they 
call -joquing, and ſuch other _— 
cles of Wit, highly admired infor 
Academick Exerciſes, might not bel 
very / conyeniently.' omitted 2.:::Fog 
one may deſire but toknow this ons 
thing :  Tn-what profeſſion ſhall t it £ 
fort' of 'Wit prove of advantage#F 
As for Law, where nothing but the 
moſt reaching fubtilty , and' the þ 
cloſeſt arguing is allowed of; it Is 
not to be imagined, that blendi 8 
now and then a'piece of a dry Verley 
and wreathing here and there an 
old Latin Saying into a diſmal 
Jingle, ſhould give Title to an-E- 
ſtate, or clear out an obſcure Evi} 
dence. And as little ſerviceable cat 
be kde "x" it 


. 
Wa 


F i Ms —_— .. 
don TOO 


-*;. wn”. 2 Wow. nes OS 


£41] 
xt be to: Phyſeck,, which 1s made up of 
ſevere Reaſon, and well.tryed. Ex- 

riments. : And as for Diviity, in 


| this place I ſhall ſay no. mare, but 


that; thoſe. uſually that haye been 


| Rope-dancers. in the Schools, oft- 


times : prove Fack-puddings 10 the 


ES Pulpit. For he that in his, Youth 


has. allowed himſelf this liberty of 


 Academick Wit, :by this means he 


bas uſually ſo thinn'd his judgment, 
becomes fo - prejudiced againſt ſober 


\ ſence; and ſo altogether diſpoſed to 
trifling and jingling : that fo. ſoon 
as. he gets hold:of a Text, he pre- 
fntly thinks that he has catch'd one 
- of his old School-queſtionsz and ſo - 
falls a flinging it ont of one hand 1n- 
.to another, toſiing it this way and 


thatz lets it run a little upon the 


line; then tanutws;, bieh jingo, come 
' again's here catching at. a word, 


there lie nibling and ſucking at an 
and, a by, a quis or a quid,. a ficand 
a cut 5 and thus minces the Text ſo 


 {mall, that his Pariſhioners, until he 


rendevouze it again, can ſcarce tell 
what's become of it. But, 


[42] , 

But, ſhall we debar Youth of ſuch! 
aninnocentand harmleſs Recreation,” 
of ſuch a great quickner. of parts, 
and promoter of ſagacity? As for” 
the feſt, its innocency of ——_ 


al- 
lowed of for a time, I am fo far from 


that perſwaſion, that from what hag” 
been before hinted, I count it pry 
fetly contagious, .and as a thing! 
that for the moſt part infefts the 
whole life , and influences upon; 
moſt actions. For he that finds him 
ſelf to have the right knack of lets 
ting off a Joque , and of pleaſing! 
the Humſters, he is not only very 
hardly brought off from admiring: 
thoſe goodly applauſes, and heave Ne; 
Iy ſhouts, but it is ten to one if h& 

irects not the whole bent of hig 
Studies to ſuch idle and contemptible; 
Books as ſhall only furniſh hims 
with Materials for a Laugh, and ſo! 
neglects all that ſhould inform his 
judgment and reaſon, and make hiny 
a Man of Uſe and Reputation in this 
World. And as for the pretence of 
making people ſagacious, and peſti-} 
lently 


143) 
featly' witty: T ſhall only defire 
he nature of that kind of Wit 

may be conſidered, which will be 

found to depend upon ſome ſach 

fooleries as theſe : As firſt of all, the 
Jacky ambiguity of ſome Word or 
Sentence. -Oh! what a happineſs 
itis, and how much doesa Young- 
ſter count himſelf beholding to the 
Stars, that ſhould help him to ſach 
a taking Jeſt? And whereas there be 
ſo many thouſand words in the 
© world, and that he ſhould Juck up- 
'& on the right one, that was fo very 
© much to his purpoſe, and that at the 
oj exploſion made ſuch a goodly re- 
|| port? Orelſe they rake Li/y's Gram- 
'& mar; and if they can but find two or 
LY three Letters of any Name in any of 
IE the Rules, or Examples of that good 
i man's works, it 1s as very a piece of 
18 Wit, as any has paſsd in Town 
$Þ ſince the King came in. Oh! how 
Ef the Freſh-men will skip to hear one 
SY of thoſe lines well laught at,that they 
Fl have been ſo often yerk'd for ? It 1s 
JE true, ſuch things as theſe go for Wit 
\8 {o 


: 
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fo long as they continue in; Leting 
but* what diſmally ſhrimp'd- things 


would they appear, if turn'd into. 
Engliſh. And if. we ſearch. into; 
what was or might be pretended, we 
_ ſhall find the advantages of :Letins i 
wit to be very ſmall and ſlender; 8. 
when it comes into the world. [FF 
mean not only amongſt ſtrict Phis 
loſophers, and men of meer Nos! 
tions, or amongſt. all-damning and 
illiterate HeFors 3. but amongſt thoſ@ 
that are truly ingenious, and judi= 
cious maſters of phanſie : We ſhall 
find,: that a Quotation out of 9ut 
mihi, an Axiom of Logick, a ſays 
ing ofa Philoſopher, or the likey 
though 'manag'd with ſome quick 
neſs, and applyed with ſome: inges 
nuity, whatever they did heretgs 
fore, will not in our. days paſs, ork 
accepted for Wit. For we mult 
know, that as weare now inan Ag@ 
of great Philoſophers, and Men of 
Reaſon 3 fo of. great quickneſs: 
and phanſte : And that Greek' and 
Latin which heretofore, though nex 
very 
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ver ſo impertinently fetch'd in;. was 
counted admirable, becauſe it. had 
alearned twang, yet now, ſuch ſtuff 
being ' out of faſhion, is eſteemed 
but .very bad :company. . For the 
world : 1s. now ,.: eſpecially. in Diſ- 
courſe, for one. Language, and. he 
- that has ſomewhat in his mind of 
Greek, or Latin, -1s! requeſted now a- 
days to be civil, and tranſlate jt in- 
to-Engliſh for the benefit of the Com- 
pany.;; And; he-that has made it his 
"whole, buſineſs,” to. accompliſh. him- | 
ſelf-for the applauſe of a company 
of. Boys, School-Maſters ,' wn the 
- eaſieſt, of Countrey Divines, ., and 
J has been ſhoulder'd. out of the Cocks 
J pi for bis Wit ; when he comes in- 
J tothe World, is the moſt, likely per- 
& fon to be kick'd out. of the Compa- 
& ny, for his pedantry and over-ween- 
J ing opinion of himſelf, And, were 
© it-neceſfary, it 1s an caſte matter to 
appeal to Wits both antient and mo- 
dern, that beyond all controverſic 
{| have been ſufficiently approyed of, 
that never, Iam confident, mw 
bes, Tne1r 
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their improvements by employing 
their time in Pans and Quibbles, 
| Fhere is the prodigious Lucian, the 
great Dor of Mancha and there 
1s many now living Wits of our owny 
who never certainly were at all in 
ſpird from 4 Tripx#s, Terre filimr 
or Prevaricator's Speech. g 
F have ventur'd, Sit, thus far, not 
to find fault with, but only to ens 
quire into an antient Cuſtom or twe 
of the Univerſities, wherein thi 
Clergy ſeem to be a little concern' 
as to their Education there. I fhz 
now look upon them as Beneficed 
and conſider their Preaching: where 
inT pretend to ag; no Rules, havin 
neither any Gift at it, nor Authors 
ty to doit; but only ſhall mak 
ſome conjectures at thoſe uſeleſs ang 
ridiculous things, commonly utteret 
in Pulpits, that are generally diff 
ouſted, and are very apt to bring 
contempt upon the Preacher, andYll : 
that Religion which he profeſſes; ©: 
Amonglt the firſt things that ſeem 
to be uſeleſs, may be reckon'd the 
hit 


(47 } 
high toſſing and ſwaggering preach- 


ing 3-cither mountingly eloquent, 
= profoundly R—_— F nh ek 
be a fort of Divines, who if they 
but happen of an unlucky hard word 
all the week; they think themſelves 
not careful of their Flock, if they 
lay it not up till S#nday, and beſtow 
itamongſt them in their next preach- 
ment. Or, if they light upon ſome 
difficult and obſcure Notion, which 
their curioſity-mclines them to be 
better acquainted;with, how uſeleſs 
ſhever, nothing fo; frequent :as for 
them for a month or two months to- 
jecher, to-tear and tumble. this 
DofQrine, and:thepoor people once 
a\week ſhall come and gaze upon 
them by the hour; until they preach 
J themſelves, as. they think, into a 
 nght underſtanding. 
= Thoſe that areinclinable to make 
theſe uſeleſs Speeches to the people, 
they do it, for the moſt part, upon 
Moone of theſe two conſiderations : 
Either out of ſimple phantaſtick 
28 Glory, and a great ſtudiouſneſs of 
Jl being 


[48] 
being wonder'd at; /as if getting'ins 
to the-Pulpit were a kind of ſtaging 
where nothing was-to'be conſidere h 
but :how much the Sermon- takes 
and how. much ſtar'd at : ' or elſe the 
dothis,-to gain a reſpet; and-revs 
rence from their -people 3 who, lay 
they,ate.ta be puzled now and then. 
and carried into'the Clouds. Foryit 
the Miniſters. words be ſuch - as: thefll 
Conſtable uſes, his matter plain audi | 
pradical,:ſ\ach as.:come'to the conpliſ | 
mon' market, he :nhay+paſs poflibly} ; 
for an :hone(t well-meaning 'manlff *; 
but by: no” means for- any Scholaw ; 
whereasif he ſprings: forth now-awliff ; 
them 1n;-high-raptures: towards thi | 
uppermoſt Heavens,” daſhing -hewlfſ 
and there-an all-confounding: word ; 
if he ſoars' aloft in. unintelligibll ; 
hufts, preaches potnts deep and: "; 
tical; and delyvers them as dark andfj} 1 
phantaſtical ; this is the way, al , 
they, otbeing accounted a moſt ablf + 
and learned Inftructor. "' « 
Others there bz, whoſe - pat 
and not ſo much towards : tall j, 
V7ore 


- 
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. words and lofty Notions, but con 
fiſt _in ſcattering up and down, and 
beſprinkling all their Sermons witl 
plenty of Greek attd Latin, - And be- 
cauſe S. Paul, once or fo, was pleaſed 
to make uſe of a little Heathen 
Greek; and that ofhly, when he had 
occalion to diſcoutſe with ſome 
bf the Learned ones, that well un- 
derſtood him, therefore muſt they 
needs bring tn twenty Poets and Phi- 
loſophers ( if they can catch them ) 
into an hourstalk : Spreading-them- 
felves in abundance of Greek and 
Latin, to a company perhaps of Far- 
mers and Shepherds. Nenher will 
they reſt there, but have at the He- 
brew alſo; not contenting themſelves 
to tell the people in general, that 
A they have skill in the Text, and 
Y that the Expoſition they offer agrees 
with the Original, but muſt ſwagger 
alſo over the poor Pariſhioners with 
the dreadful Hebrew it ſelf, with 
theif Ber-I/raefs, Beu-Manaſſes's , 
T7 ind rhany more Bexs that they ate 
 Intinfatcly acquainted with; where- 
. OM 
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as there is nothing in the Churchy 
nor near it by a Mile, that unders 
ſtands them, but God Almighty 
himſelf, whom it is ſuppoſed, _ 
go notabout to inform or ſatisfie; 7 

This learned way of talking, 
though for the moſt part its dong 
meerly out of oſtentation, yet ſomes 
times ( which makes not the caſg 
much better ) it 1s done in comple 
ment and civility to the all-wiſe P " 
tron, or all-underſ{tanding Juſtice of 
the Peace 1n the Pariſh ; Who, by 
the common Farmers of the Towny 
muſt be thought to underſtand the 
moſt intricate Notions, and the moſf 
difficult Languages. Now. what ay 


admirable thing this is?Suppole there 


ſhould be one or ſo in the whole 
Church that underſtands ſomewhat 
belides Exgliſh ; ſhall not I think that 
he underſtands that better > MuſtÞ 
out of Courtſhip to his Worſhip” and 
underſtanding, and becauſe perhaps 


[ am to dine with him, prate abun 


danceof ſuch ſtuff, which I muſt needs 
know no body underſtands, or thy 
W 


_- 
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will be the better for it; but hiaſelf, 
] perha PS; {ace he.2.:/This I fay, 
1 gextainly; kno ſeveral of 
abitio! , Who, if they chatice 
have a. man of any{garning ox 
God y 5 apes More: £08 mM 
IS preach wholly at him, 
ind le) el [moſt of their diſcourſes at 
his ſed capacity, and the reſt 
bf the good. people ſhall ha ve cis 
5 aze or view. of the Par- 
As if plain words, uſeful and 
latclligible inſtrufions,' were not as 
Io for an Eſquire, or one that ;is 
Commiſſion fromthe King, as for 
xepaey holds the Plough, or mends 
edges 
Corina he that conliders thede- 
fign of his Office, and has a Conſci- 
ence anſwerable to that holy undets-, 
taking, uſt needs conceive himſelf 
engaged, not on a'y to mind this or 
that, accompliſh'd or well-dfeſfsd 
Perſbn, but muſt have an univerſal 
Fare, and regard of all his Pariſh, 
And as he muſt think himſelf bound 
not only to viſit Down-beds, . and 
E x ffikend 


| 


.- $38J o 
filken -Cnrtains, but alſo flocks ang: 
ſtraw, if there be need : So oupgh , Be 
his care to be-as large to in{tru@ the; 
poor, the weak and deſpicable patt 
of his Pariſh, as thoſe that ſit in th& 
beſt Pews.- 'He that does'otherwi a 
thinks not at all of a Man's Soul, but 
only accomodates himſelf to fing 
Cloaths, an abundance of Ribbong 
art the higheſt ſeat in'the Churchy 
Not thinking, that it will be as muc i 
to his reward in the next world; 
by ſober advice, care and inſtrudtis 
on, to have ſaved one that tak} 
Colteftion; as him thar 1s able to res 
heve - half the Town. It 1s very 
plain, that neither our Sav7oury 
when he was npon Earth and taught 
the world, made any ſuch diſtinction 
in his diſcourſes: What more intel 
ligible toall mgn-kind, -than his Sers 
mon upon the Mount ? Neither did: 
the Apoſtles think of any ſuch wayzÞ 
I wonder whom: they take for a pats Þ}- - 
tern? I will ſuppoſe once again, that hi 
the deſign of theſe Perſons is to gain 
glory: And T will ask them; canÞ{h 

there Þ 
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there: be: any greater -in the world 
than doing:general gaod ? 'To omit 
fyture- reward : 'Was-it.;not always 
eſteemed [of, old, that: correQing e- 
| {apr reducing! people that 
wed amiſs, was much, better than 
making. a; ;high 'rant aboputa Shittle- 
cock, i .and,.talking Targ-Tantaro-a- 
bout,-a Feather ? Or if they would 
beonly admired, thenwoyld I glad- 
ly' have-them conſider, what a thin 
and 'delicate, kind of \admiration is 
likely to be produced,by; that which 
not at all. underſtood}2.,.Certainly 
_ that manithat has a deſign of buil- 
J ding up to himſelf real;Fame in good 
J earneſt, by things well laid and ſpo- 
Þ ken, -his way to effect; it, is not by 
talking ſtaringly, and; cafting a miſt 
"Ebefore the peoples eyes, but by of- 
Ffcring ſuch thags. byaxtiich he may 
bc. elteemed with knowledge and 
underſtanding. 
| Thus far concerning-hard words, 
Yhiigh notions, and unprofitable quo- 
tations out of learned Languages. I 
Eihall now confider ſuch things as are 
© | E 3 ridiculous 
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ridiculous, that ferve for Chin 


and Market-talk., after! the' "gorith | | 


be done 3 and; that docatf{&friore if , 
mediately the Preacher t&be {co cormt 5 
ind undervalued. I haveng re 

Sir, to go-about to Ickordiine þ 
ſtyle or "method is belt fof th i 
proyenment and advanta «of all pe&# 
ple: For I queſtion not; DEEY 
been as many ſeveral forts of Pte: 
efs as Orators, and —_— | 
ferent, yet uſeful and Jr pre | j 
in cheir kind. © Tl talkes very d 
ſeryedly with many, Sexeed with 
thers, ard Cato, no queſtion, oy 
things wiſely ard well : So doubt 
the ſame place of Scxipture may 
ſeveral be variodfly confidered ; 
although their method #nd tle 
altogether different, yet they 
all ſpeak things veryonvenicnt 
the people to know, and be advi 


of. Burt yet certainly wha 1 1s It F | 


_ undoubtedly uſeleſs and empty, x 
Whit is judg'd abſolutely ridiculow 


not by this or that-- cutious of 
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Man in the Corporation that under” 
ſtands but plain Exg/;jſþ and common 
ſence, ought to be avoided. For all 
people are naturally born with ſuch 
a judgment of true and allowable 
Rhetorick, that 1s, of what is deco- 
rous and convenient to be ſpoken, 
that whatever is grofly otherwiſe, is 
uſually ungrateful, not only to the” 
wile atid skilful part of the Congre- 
ation, but ſhall ſeem alſo ridicu- 
lous to the very unlearned Tradef- 
men, and their young Apprentices, 
Amongſt which, may be chiefly 
.teckoned theſe following 5 | hatſh 
Metaphors, childiſh Similitudes, and 
ill applyed Tales. 
The firſt main thing, I fay, that 
S makes many Sermons fo ridiculous, 
= and the Preachers of them fo much 
IF difparag'd and undervalued, is an itt» 
IF conliderateuſe of frightfulmetaphors; 
F which making ſuch a remarkable im- 
= prefiion upon the Ears, and leaving 
"_ fuch a jarring twang behind them,are 
F oft-times remember'd to the difcre- 
F dit of the Miniſter, as long as he con» 
; E 4 tinues 
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tinues in the Pariſh. I have heard thi 
yery Children in the ſtreets, and the 
little Boys cloſe about the Fire,: re- 


freſh themſelves ſtrangely, but with 


the repetition of a few of ſuch far- 


fetch'd and odd-ſounding Expreſlis 


ons: Tully. therefore and Ceſar, the 
two greateſt maſters of Roman Ex 


loquence, were very wary and ſpas 


ring of that ſort of Rhetorick : We 
ney read many a page in —— 
befo 


re we meet with any of: thaſe 
Bears; and if you do light upon one 


or ſo, it ſhall not make your hair 
ſtand right up, or put you jnto a fit 


of Convulfion ; but it ſhall beſo ſoft, 
ſignificant, and familiar, as if 'twere' 
made for the very purpoſe. But as iſ 


for the common ſort of people that 


ar c addicted to this way of expreſſion 
in their Diſcourſes 3 away preſently 
to both the 7zdies, rake Heayen and 


Earth, down to the bottom of the 
Sea, then tumble over all Arts and 


Sciences, ranſack all Shops and Ware« 
houſes, ſpare neither Camp nor City, 
but that they will have _ » 
he hart a 9p nt 
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fond/are ſuch deceived ones of theſe 
ſame gay words, that they count all 
Diſcourſes empty, dull, and cloudy, 
unleſs beſpankl'd with theſe Glitte- 
ings. Nay, ſo injudictousand im- 
impudent together, will they ſome- 
times be, that the 4/mighty. himſelf is 

. often in danger of being,diſhonoured 

by theſe indiſcreet. and horrid Meta- 
phor-Mongers : . And when they thus 
Blaſpheme the God of Heaven, by 
ſuch. unhallowed Expreſſions, to 
make amends, they'll put you.in, an 

44s it were, forſooth,or As I may ſo ſay 3 
that 1s, they wul make bold to ſpeak 

F what: they pleaſe concerning God 

himſelf, rather than omit what they 

- judge, though never (ſo falſe, to be 
witty:: And then they come in hob]l- 
ing with their lame ſubmiſſion, and 
with their Reverence be it ſpoken. As 
if it were not much better to leave 
out what they foreſee 1s likely to be 
thterpreted for blaſphemy, or at leaſt 

great extravagancy, than to utter 
that, for which their own reaſon and 
Conſcience tells them, they are 

bound 


| 
| 
I 
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bound to lay in before-handan ex+ 
culſe. ah 
| To which may be further fab. 
joyn'd, That Metaphors though've. 
ry aptandallowable, are intellig 
but to ſame ſorts of Men, of this or 
that kind of Life, of this or that Pro» 
feſſion : For example : Perhaps one 
Gentleman's Metaphorical knack of 
Preaching comes of the Sea : And 
then we ſhall hear of nothing but 
ſtar-board and lar-board, of ſtems, 
ſterns and fore-caſtles, and ſuch like 


Salt-water Le So that. ons 


had need take a Voyage to Smyral 
or Aleppo; and very wanly attend-'to 
all the Saylers terms, before I ſhall 
in the leaſt underſtand my Teacher, 
Now, although ſuch a Sermon ma 

poſhibly do ſome good in a col 
Town, yet upward into the Coun- 


trey, in an Inland Pariſh, it will.do 


no more than $yriack, or Arabick. A 
nother he. falls a fighting with his 
Text, and makes a Pitch'd Battel of 
it, dividing it into the right wing 
and /eft wing, then he rears it, flanks 
It, 


| 
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it, 1,3renches it, ſtorms it 5: then he 
muſters-all again, to tee whar word 
was loſt, or lam'd' inthe Skirmiſh, 
and ſo falling on agate with frefh/va- 
Jour, _ fights backward and for- 
ward, ©barges through and through, 
Routs, Kills, * Takes and then, Ger« 
tlemen;; as you were. Now touch 
of his Papifh as have been in the Jate 
Wars, this 1s not very formidable 5 
for they:do/but fuppofe themifelvesat 
Naſchy' or Edg-hill, and they ate not 
mach/fcared at his Doftrine : But as 


'for others, who haye/not had fuch 


hring 0 tunities, It 15s very 1a- 
ar TS cnt how frac Hes 
they fit without underſtanding, tilt 
the' Battel be over. Like mſtance 
might be: eafily given'oF many more 
Diicourſes 5 the Meraphorical phra- 
ting whereof, depending upon pecu- 


lar Arts, Cuſtoms, 'Frades'and Pro- 


feflions, makes them uſeful and intel- 
ligible only to ſach who have been 
very well buſted in fuch-like Employ- 
ments. 

Another thing, Sir, that brings 
| great 
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great diſreſpect and miſchief upon the 
Clergy, and. that differs. not:much 
from what went immediately; before; 
is their packing their Sermons fo full 
of ſimilitudes 5 which, allthe'World 
know, carry. 'with them / but very 
ſmall force of Argument, wnleſs'there” 
bean exatt Agreement with that: 
which is compared; of which there” 
15 very ſeldom any ſufficient care tas". 
ken. BeſiGes, thoſe that are addicted: 
to this {ſender way of diſcourſe, for 
the moſt part, do ſo weakenand en+:}} : 
teeble their judgment by contenting”} | 
themſelves to underſtand by: colours,” Þ} « 
features, and plimpſes, - that. they} 1 
perfectly omit all the more profitable” } « 
ſearching into the: nature and:cauſes }} 1 
of things themſelves. By which} f 
means 1t neceſlarily comes to paſs, | a 
that what they undertake to. prove Þ| 
and 'clear out: to the Congregation, - , 
© 
tl 


muſt needs be ſo faintly done, and 
with ſuch little force of Argument, 
that the conviction or perſwaſion 
will laſt no longer in the Pariſhioners 
minds, than the warmth of thoſe 

Similitudes 


+ Ln 
Similitades ſhall glow in their Phan- 
fie. 'So that he that has either been 
inſtruded in ſome part of his Duty, 
or excited to the performance of the 
ſattie, not by any judicious depen- 
defice of things, and laſting reaſon, 
- butbyſach/faint and toyiſh evidence; | 
his underſtanding upon all occaſions 
will be- as apt to be miſled as ever, 
and his afteCttons as troubleſome and 
ungovernable. | | 

But they are not ſo unſerviceable, 
as uſually they are ridiculous 3 for 
People'of the weakeſt parts are moſt 
commonly'overborn'with theſe” foo- 
leries3 which together with the great 
| difficulty ' of their being prudently 
| mannag'd, muſt needs occaſion them, . 
'Þ| for the moſt part, to be very trifling 
and childiſh. Eſpecially, if we con- 
ſider the choiceneſs of the Authors, 
J out of which they are furniſhed : 
There 1s the never-to-be-commend- 
ed-enough Lycoſthezes; there is alſo 
the admirable Piece, called #he ſe- 
cond Part of Wits Common-wealth (1 
pray mind it; it is the ſecond Part, 

not: 
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aot the rſt ;.) and there j delice 
a Book wholly conſiſting of. Similis; 
tudes, applyed and Lea ern ts a9 
moſt preaching Subj ets, | 
of young-beginners, who Gin 
willgot make them hit handſomly, 
"Tis very well koohjatha High @ 
poaſſes'd with an admiration of ſac 
Eloquence, think that they. are very Nl 
much encourag?d in their way, , | 
the Sctipture it ſelf: For, fay they ; 
did not our bleſfed Saviour hicaſl a: 
uſe many Metaphors, and many Pas vl t 
rables? And did not his Diſciples} « 
following his ſo excellent an.examll t 
ple, do the like, and isnot this, ng f: 
only. warrant enough, but.near ul ti 
ona cammmand tous ſo for to.dg "* 
It you pleaſe therefore we will & : 
what-gur Saviour does -in-this c: : | 
In-S, Matthew he tells his Diſciples Or 
that they are the Salt of the Earthifor 
that they are the Light of the world q- 
that they are a-City ſet ou « Hill ; Fu 
thermore, he tells his Apgtles! all p) 
be ſends thent forth as $h þ 
midſt of Wolves; and bic wha ol i] 
"©" 
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therefore, be #s wiſe.as Serpents, and 
harmleſs as Doves, . Now, are not all 
theſe things plain and familiar, even 
almoſt to Children themſelves, that 
can: but taſte and ſee; and to men of 
the loweſt Education, and meaneſt 
Capacities ? 
. I ſhall not here inſiſt upon thoſe 
© ſpecial and admirable Reaſons for 
E which our Saviour made uſe of fo 
& many parables: only thus much is 
| needfal to be ſaid , namely, that 
Y they are very much miſtaken, 
i that from hence think themſelves 
Sf tolerated to turn all the world into 
frivolous and abominable Simili- 
{Ef tades.. As for our Saviour when he 
ſpoke a parable, he was pleaſed to 
Foo no. further than the Fields, the 
Sea-ſhore, a Garden, a Vineyard, 
$Northe like 3 which are things, with- 
SE out the knowledge whereof, ſcarce 
any man can be ſuppoſed to live in 
vl this world. But as for our Meta- 
MEphorical and Similitude-men of the 


l Pulpit, theſe things to them are too 
mBfHll and languid, they do nat rattle 


and 
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ind rutable:Theſe lie too near horiel! 
and within vulgar kenn : There 
little on this fide the Moon that will 
content therh : Up preſently to the 
Primum-mobile, and the trepidatiolf 
of the Firmament : Dive into they 
Bowels and hid Treaſures of thew * 
Earth : Diſpatch forthwith for Per#ſſ-- 
and Jamaicaz a Town-bred ol 
Country-bred Similitude, it is worth” 
nothing! *Tzs reported of a Tree grow © 
ing upon the bank of Euphrates, thi-- 
great River Euphrates, that it bring 
forth an Apple, to the Eye very fl 
and tempting, but inwardly it is fill” 
with nothing but uſeleſs and deceitfil”* 
duſt * Even ſo, dui we are, and: wy 
duſt we muſt all 20s Now, what } .< 
lucky diſcovery was this, that4'® 
man's body ſhould beſo exactly likf®* 
an Apple? AndI will affure youth” 
this was not thought on till withinh? 
thele few years. And I am afran* 
too, he had a kind of a hint of d88* 
from another, who had'formethi8 x 
found out, that a man's Soul was like 
an Oy(ter;For fays he, in his Prayelff © 
| & 
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+ Our: ſouls: are conſtantly gaping after 
thee, 0 Lord; yea verily, our ſouls do 
gape , even. as, an, Oyſter gapeth. It 
ſeems pretty hard, at firlt ſight, to 
-bring into a-Sermon all the Circles 
.of the Globe, and all the frightful 
. terms of Aſtronomy. But, I'll affure 
-yau,:Sir, 1t is:to be done; becauſe it 
; has been ; But not by every Bungler 
and Text-divider, but by a man of 
"great cunning and experience. There 
.s.a place in the Prophet' 2galachz, 
where it will do very neatly, and 
{that is chap, 4..verſ; 2. But unto you 
that; fear my; riame, ſhall the Sun of 
atighteonſneſs ariſe. with bealing in his 
Wings : From which words, in the 
(fitſt place, it plainly appears, that 
$-our $4viour patled through all the 
twelve Signs of the Zodiack : And 
more than that too, all proved by 
| jarry apt and ;amiliar places of Scri- 
&-pture.. Firſi/then, our Saviour was 
Aries. 3 or. elſe. what means that of 
| the Paalmiſt 2 -The Mountains 5hip- 
; hed like Rams, ard the little Hills like 
" awd; And agein, that inthe Head 
oi F 
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of 'the Kings ch. gov. 4. And Mel 
King of "Moab was a Sheep*maſiey 
aud rendered unto the King of Iax| 
an bundred thouſand Lambs i'd 
whatfollows ? and an hnndred thay 
and Rams, with the wool. Mind 
it was the King of Tjrael. In like-mat 
ner was he {in Tawfws, 'Pſal. 22m, 
Many 'Bulls have : compaſſed- wy 
Strong Bulls of Baſhan have beſet 
round, They 'were not ordin 
Bulls: They were \conpaſſuny Bull 
they were beſetting'Bulls, they wu 
ſtrong Baſhan BaYs.- What med 
ſpeak of Gemini ?' Surely 'you el 
not but -remember Facob and'Rf 
Gen.'25. 24. Andwher her days vi 
delivered. were fulfilled, behold 4M 
were Twins in her Womb. Or of 08 
cer 2 when -as. the 'Pſalmiſt ſaygh 
plainly: What aile4hee, O thou Sl 
that thou : fleddeſt ? ' thow Jordin 
that thou waſt driven back £ Nothin 
more plain. 'It-were as'eaſfie ro 
the like in all the reſt of ' the Sigwdll « 
But inſtead of that, 'I ſhall rao. N; 
chuſe to*make this one practical ye 


ſervatio ;. 
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ſeryation:: . [Phat the Mercy. of God 
to Mankind in, ſending his Son into 
theworld, was a very ſil, fs F 
i was a Zodiacal Mercy., I fay tt 
vas truly Zodiacal + For Chriſt keeps 
within the Tropicks - He goes not 
out of the P4le.of the Church. But 
- yet he is not, always ;at, the ſamp 
Fiſtance fram a Believer : Jome- 
times , he. bet ia, himſelf in- 
tothe Apogeuzz of doubt, forrow, and 
deſpair, but- ther he comes, again into 
the Periggiw of joy, content, and 
Wirance ; But as for Heathens and. 
Wnbelievers, they are al Artick and 
| Ys Reprobates, Now when 
ſtuff as this: ( as ſametimes it is) 
; yented in a,poor Parilh., where 
| Sar can ſcarce. tell what day. of 
| the. month 1t tgby the Almanackghow 
| Faſonable and. fayoury 1s. it hkely 
tobe 2. It ſeems alfo not yety eaſe, 
; q a 'Man in his Sermon 6 learn his 
Wl 2: rilhioners how to diffolve Gold: 
what ang how the, ſtuff is mide. 
Now, to ring the Bells and call the 
Ls on purpoſe tagether, would 
2 c 
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be but a blunt buſine($ z but to dg 
it neatly,” and when no body tool 
for it, that'sthe rarity and art of W 
Suppoſe then, that he takes for bis 
Text that of'S. Matthew,Repent ye.fo 
the Kingdont of God is at hand.'Now, 
rell me Str, do you not percerve tl 
Gold to be'in a difmal fear, to cuff 
and quiver at the firſt 'reading'e 
theſe words. Tt muſt comein thi 
The blots and blurs of your Sins 1 
be taken out by the Aqua-forttis of yo 

ears: To" which Aqua-fortis if j 
ihe 4 fifth 'part of Sa-Almomiach 
and ſet them in a gentle heat,” 
makes Aqua- regia ,”" which difſolus 
Gold, And now *tis ont. ; 
derful are the' things'that are to 
done by the helps of Metaphors ally Ei 
Similitudes! -- And FI nndertals 
that' with 'a little” more "pail 
and conflideration ,-' out of lt 
very ſame 'Words, he could haft 
taught the people how to make Ou 
ftards, * Marmalade ,* :or to ſt6 
Prunes. ' But pray, why the Aq 
fertis of Fears? For,if-it ſo falls q | 

tnary - 
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that there:ſhould chance to be nei- 
ther Apothecary: nor - Druggiſt at 
Church , there's an excellent Jeſt 
wholly loſt. Now had .he been ſo 
conſiderate, as to have laid his Wit 
in-ſome more .common and intelli- 
gible Material : -For example ,. had 
he (aid that; the blots of. ſa, will be 
ealily taken 'out by the Soap of ſorrow, 
and the Fullers-Earth of. Contrition 5 
then poſhbly the Parſon and the peo- 
ple might all, have admired one ano- 
ther. For there be many -a Good+ 
wife that underſtands very 'wellall 
the intrigues of Pepper, Salt, and 
Vinegar, who: knows not.any thing 
ofthe all-powerfulneſs of Ague-fortis, 
how that it is ſuch a ſpot-removing 
Liquor. I cannot but conſider with 
J what underſtanding the people figh- 
© ed and cryed, when theMiniſter made 
J for them this Metaphyfical Confeſſi- 
on: Omnipotent All ; Thou art. only - 
_ Becauſe thou art All, and. becauſe thou 
only art: As for ws,wearenot,but we ſeent 
to bez and only ſeen to be,becauſe we are 
ol net; for we be but Mites of Entity, and 
Wo. - F2 Crumbs 
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Crumbs of ſomething 5 and ſoon: Ay 
if a company of Country pe 
were bound to underftand Sware 
and all the Sehool-Divines. 4 
And as ſome are very high at 
tearned in their attempts 3 ſoothe 
there be who are of ſomew 
too mean' and dirty  imaginationll 
Such was he, who goes by the nat 
of Parſon $hpsftocking : Who preae þ 
about the Grace ' and Affiſtan 
of God, -arid that' of our ſelves Wi 
ars able to do nothing 3 adviſca | 
Beloved to take him m this plain Þ 
militude; A Father calls hjs chald 
'Child, pull off this Sto 
B J Ehald wn mig Healy "Joyful, + | 
it ſoul pull off edit Stocki# 
takes hold of the Stocking,'and tdi 
and pulls, and ſweats, | but to no pit 
poſe 3 for "Stocking ſtirs not, for ll 
is but a child that pulls : Then th 
Father bids the child to rest a littls 
and try again'; ſo then the Child ſeh 
on again, tnggs again, and pulls # 
gain, and ſweats again, but 10 Stock 
ng comess for Child is but + 
—_— 


et. 
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Then at. laſt the Father, taking pity up= 
on his. child, Puts his hand be d, 
and: flips down the Stocking, . and. off 
comes the Stocking - Thea how does 
the Child rejoice's For: objld: hath 

'di off Father's Stocking. Alas, 
gor-Cheld ! it was not child's flirength, 
it: was not-child's ſweating, that got off 
the: Stockings. but: yet it- mas the Fa- 
thers: hand behind, that flipt,down the 
Stocking, Even ſ0-— Not much 
_ unlike to this was: he, that: preach- 
18g about the Sacrament and Faith, 
makes Chriſt a: Shop-keeper-z telling 
you, that Chriſi-zs 4 Treaſury. of all 
Wares and 2g tou ih 200 there- 

n,. opening his wide throat, cries 
bud , ved: People » what do you 
lack? what do you by ? Wall. you buy 
ny Myrrb, Alges or Caſſia;s Shall I 
fit- you with a robe of roghteouſneſs, or 
with a white Garment £ See' here / 
what 3s it you want 2 Here's 4 very 
ehoice Armory ſhall T ſhew you an 
Helmet of Salvation, a' Shield'or a 
 Breaſt-plate of Faith £ Qr will you 

A F 4 pleaſe 
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pleaſe to walk, in, and ſee ſome pres 
cious Stones ? a Jaſper, a Saphyre, 
or a Chalcedonit 2 Speak, what do you 
buy 2 Now for my part, I muſt needy 
ſay, andT much phanſie I ſpeak the 
mind of thouſands: that it had bee 
much better for ſuch an imprudent 
and ridiculous Bawler, as this,” ty 
have been condemn'd to have cryed 
Oyſters or Brooms, than to diſcte 
dit, after this unſanQified rate, hi 
Profeſſion and our Religion. 1 
It would be an endleſs thing; Six 
to count up to youall the Follic 
for an hundred years laſt paſt, chat 
have been Preached and Printed-& 
this kind; But yet I cannot omit 
that of 'the famous - Divine, - in his 
time, who adviſing the people in 
days of danger to ran unto the Lord; 
tells them, that they cannot go to the 
Lord , much les run without feets 
There be therefore two feet to run to the 
Lord,” Faith and Prayer : 'Tis-"plait 
that Faith is a foot, for by Faith'we iſ 
ſtand , '25Cor. 1. 24. ' therefore by 
F aith we "yu run to the Lord who # t 


faithfil, 
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faithful. The ſecond is Prayer, a 
ſpiritual Leg to bear us (thither : 
Now, ' that Prayer is a ſpiritual Leg, 
appears from ſeveral Places of Scri- 
pturez 4s from that of Jonah, ſpeak- 
ing of coming, chap. 2. verl. 7. And 
my Prayer came unto thy holy Tem- 
ple: And likemiſe from that" of the 
Apoſtle, who. ſays, Heb. 4. 16. Let 
us therefore go unto the Throne of 
Grace : Both intimating, that Prayer 
is the. ſpiritual Leg, there being no 
toming or going to the Lord without 
the Leg of Prayer. He further adds : 
Now, that theſe feet may be able to 
bear x thither , we muſt put an thc 
Hoſe of Faith for the Apoſtle ſays, our 


feet muſt be ſhod with the ' preparation 


of the Goſpel of peace, The truth of 
it is, the Author 18 ſomewhat ob+ 
(cure: For, at firſt, Faith was a Foot ; 
and by and by it 1s a Hoſe ;, andat 
laſt it proves a Shooe.. If he had 
pleaſed, he could have made it any 
thing. 


_ - Neither canlTlet paſs that of a la- 


ter Authorz who telling us, 1t is 
"of Gooanfi 
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Goo by which we mnſt aſcend ta 
_ _ that 7 zs. the 
Milkey-way to Jupiter's Pallace; 
could not reſt here, but muſt telb ug 
farther, that" to ſtrengthen ws 722 our 
Journey, . we muſt not take morning 
milk, but ſome morning Meditationr, 
fearing, I ſuppoſe, leſt fome pens 
ple ſhould:miſtake, and-think to go 
to Heaven by cating now and thena 
Meſs .of Morning Milk, becaufe the 
way was milkey. .vi 
Neither ought that to be omitted, 
not long ſince Printed, upon thole 
words. of S. John, Theſe things 1 
write unto you, that you ſin not.. The 
Obſervation 1s, that it 1s the pub | 
. Poſe of the Scriptyre to drive-men 
from Sin. Theſs Scriptures contait 
Do@rines, Precepts, Promiſes, Threats 
ings and Hiſtories : Now, ſays he.,takt 
theſe frue ſmooth ftones, and 'put 
them inta the ſcrip of the Heart, and 
throw them with the Sling of Faith, 
by the hand of a ſtrong Reſolution, > 
gainſt the forehead of Sin, and .we 
fhall ſee it, like Goliah, fall befare ws. 
But 
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Butt F hall not trouble you any 
further upon this: ſubject 3 but, - 1 
you haye a mind to hear anymore of 
this ſtuff, I (halt 'refer you ta the 
learned and judicious Author of the 
Friendly Debates who particularly 
has at large difcovered the intoler- 
able fooleries of this way of talkmg. 
I ſhall only add: chns much; thar 
fuch as go about tofetch blood into 
their pale and lean diſcourſes, by the 


oy of their brisk and ſparkling Si- 
miltt 


udes, ought well to confider 


whether their Stmulitudes be true. 


I am-confident, Sir, you have heard 
it many and many a time (or if need 
be, Ican ſhew you't:im a Book ) that 
when the Preacher happens to talk, 
how thatthe things here below wilt 
not fatisfie the mind of man ; then 
comes 1n, the round world , which 
cannot fill the triangular heart of 
man 5 Whereas every Butcher 
knows, that the heart is no more 
triangular, than an erdinary Pear, 
or a child's Top : But becauſe Tri- 
angular is a hard word, and perhaps 
8 a Jeſt, 
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a Jeſt, therefore people have-ſtaln 
it one from another, thefe two or 


three hundred years. And, for ought 


I know, munch longer; for I cannot 
dire& to the firſt Inventer of the 
phanſ1e. + WADE, 

In like manner they are to conſt- 
der, what things either in the Hea- 


ven, or belonging to the earthy 


have been found out by experience 
to contradict what has been former- 
ly allow'd of. Thus, becauſe ſome ans 
cient Aſtronomers had obſery'd, that 


both the diſtances,” as well as the 


Revolutions of the Planets, - were 


in ſome” proportion or harmony one 


toanother ; therefare people that a« 


bounded more with imagination 


than skill, preſently phanſi'd the 


Moon, Mercury and Venus to be 4 


kind of Violins or Trehles to -Jupi- 


ter and Saturn; and that the Sun 
and Mars fupply'd the roam of Te- 
nors; the Primum - mobile. running 
Diviſion all the time. So that one: 
cou'd ſcarce hear a Sermn, but they 
muſt give you a touch of the Hars 
mony 
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#ony of the Spheres. Thus, Sir, yo 
ſhall have''m take that of St. Paul, a= 
bout Faith, Hope and: Charity 2nd 
inſtead of a ſober 1nſtrucing the Peo- 
ple/in thole eminent and excellent 
-Graces, they ſhall only ring you-0- 
yer. few changes' upon the:three 
words: crying, Faith, Hope and Cha 
rity: Hope, Faith and Charity; '5 and 
fo on/: And when:they have done 
their Peal, they ſhall tell you; that 
this is much better than the Hero of .} 
the Spheres. : 
Arother times I: have hearda long 
Chymia only between two words ; 
as ſu rep, Divinityand Philoſophy, or 
Revelation and Reaſon 5 (etting forth 
with Revelation firlt :: Revelation: is: 4 
Lady's \Reaſon an Handmaid.. Reve- 
bs s the Eſquire :\.Reaſo7 the Page. 
Revelation's 4 8 2 Sun: Reaſon's but the 
Moon: Revelation is, Manna. Rea 
ſon's but an Acorn.. Revelation a Wedge 
of Gold: Reaſon a ſmall piece of oe. 
| Then'by and by Reaſon gets-it-and 
leads it away. Reaſon indeed is very 
goods but Revelation is much better. 
Reaſon 
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Reaſon is Counſellor 3 but Revelation 


is the.Law-giver. ' Reaſon is a:Caridley 
but. Revelation is the Snuffer." Ceth 
tainly thoſe People are polleſs'd with 


avery-grett degree of dulneſs, i why 


hving/ under the means of fuch eq 
lightning Preaching, ſhould not he 


—_ ily ſettled\in the right Notion 


nd true bounds of Faith and Reaſon 
\Notleſs ably, me+-thought, was the 
difterence betweenthe-old /Goyenati 
and «New, lately. determined. 1 
Old Covenant was of Works;the:New 
wenant of Faith; The-Old Covenant wi 
by.Moſes;the Newby *Qhrift.The @ld mit 
beretofore;the New afterwards. The Ol 
2w4as-firftzthe Newwias ſecond; Old.thing 
arepaſſed away;hehold all things'are 
come. new.' 'And:ſo-the bulineſs:wh 
very fundamentally done. + yh 

\\F ſhall ſay no-more upon this.(ful 
ze, but this one-thing, -whichat 
lates to what was\ſaid a little|befors 
He tnat has gota' ſet of — 
:calculated according tothe dld-Plir 
loſophy, and Ptolowy's Syſteme d 
the World, muſt burn his commotr 


place 
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place-Book, and go a gleaning for 
new ones : It. being now adays.much 
more gentile and warrantable,totake 
a:;Similitude from the! Mar in. the 
Adoon, than from [ſolid Orbs : For 
though few peaple do abſolutely-be- 
heve that there-13 any ſuch Emmert 
- Perſon there, yet the thing s paſible, 
whereas the other 15 not,': | --...' 
_ _—_ Now _ y> m_ that 
rudent way. .of ſpeaking, by Me- 
—_ and Simalitude. There be 
-mafty other things commonly. ſpoken 
out \of the Pulpit, thatiare mach-to 
the diſadvantage, and: diſcredit. of 
the. Clergy,: that ought alſo\.to -be 
briefly hinted. And that I 'may. the 
better light upon them, JI hall ob- 
ferve their. ..common method. of 
Preaching. d\ CIP kD $I 
;..Beforethe/Textibe divided, a: Pre- 
-face:is to bemade : Anditis a great 
«Chance, if, firft:of all, the:Minifter 
does not make;his Text to be like 
ſomething or other. . Far Example : 
-One he tells you, And:now (me- 
thinks ) my Text, like an: ingenious 
2” PiFure 


| 
f 
: 
1 
t 
| 
| 
; 
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PiGare, looks pon all here preſent 5 if 
which both - Nobles and People may bes 
hold their for and danger repreſent 
This-was a\ Text out of Hoſea. Now 
had it been out of any other yy 
the Bible, the Gentleman was ſuf. ; 
ciently reſolv' 4, to make it likes 
ingenious Picture. Another _ ] 
(perhaps) the very fame words, ſays 
I tight: compare my Text to the Moun 
t4ins of Bether, where: the Lord dih 
ports hineſelf as a young Hart,” ori 
pleaſant Roe among the Spices Ant 
ther Man's Text islike the Rod of 14 
ſes, #0: divide the Waves bf Sor / 7 
or, like #he male 'of' Elijah, toni 
ftrain'the ſwelling fi floods of Grief. Au 
- ther gets to. his Text thus; As Solo 
went inp. fix ſteps to come to the gre 
Throne of” Ivory 5 ſo muſt 1 gy 77 | 
degrees to come to the high top-medningl 
of my:Text,” Another thus: As ry | 
.borah/argfs and went with Barack'ts 
Kadeſhs' ſo, if Jou will go along wit 
him, aud "call ix at the third Verſe lf 
the Chapter; be will ſhew you the means: 
ing of his Text. _ 
Anoth® , | 
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Another he phancies his Text to 
crwrditneſy like to an Orchard 

Pomegranates 3 of like Saint Mat- 

thew., ſutting at the Receipt of Cuſtom 5 5 
br like the Dove that Noali ſent out of 
"the Ark. T believe there are, above 
forty places of Scripture: that have 
been like Rachel and Leah: and there 
&vne in Geneſis, as I well Ireniember, 
that is ihe 2 pair of Compaſſes } rad 
ting: And if Ibe not much miſtaken, 
Here 15one_ ſomewhere elſe; that is 
like 4 224n going to Jericho, 
*Now, Sir, des thus ma e the 
way to the Text, as ſmooth and plain 
any thing 5 with a Preface perhaps 
from Adam; though his butke ; hi 

atthe other end of the Bible * In "the 
ne t place, he: comes to vide the 


0 —— Hit Labor, his Opat: 
Wfer varies caſas, per tot ws 00) re= 
1 Fum. 
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21 G Hands 


_ £82] 

well chated, he. ſl mm | 
ers, and. Fectches fo onhll 

if he were goin to cle FE. Ve 
FA wha or riye the body. | 
an Oak, But we mult obſerve, ll ; 
there 1s 2 great difference of Tex / 
For all 'Texts come-not aſundex, p 
W 

F 


like : -For ſametimes the words z 
rally. xl alunder 3 ſometimes . h 
odor under 3 ſometimes they z v4 
times. they Atpeug z and t 
=4 ome words {. willing my 
ted, _ they divide themſelues, 
the eat eaſe and rejoycing of 
Mi! . But if they will not eql 
in pteces, then he falls to ha 
in A narigh as if he. would mz 
mes fly-ioto: ſhivers. The Rs 
is, I.have known, now and thi 
fome knotty Texts, that have hy 
divided ſeven: or eight times oi 
before. they could make them ſpl, 
handſomely , according. to- thallli; 
mind. F : 


But then comes the joy of 3 joys, * 
the partsji-gle,or begin with the ſawliifh 
letter 5 and eſpecially if in Latina 


G ; 
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how it tickled the Divider, wheri he 
had got his Text into thoſe 'two ex- 
ellen: Branches 3 Actuſatio wera © 
Comminatio > ſever A charge full of 
verity « A diſcharge full of "ſeverity 
nd I'll warrant you that did not 

eaſe a little, ©iz. there is in the 
words duplex miraculum 5 miraculunt 
in wag : : and wiraculum i innodo. But 
e luckyeſt that T have met withal, 
both for wit and keeping the letter, 
irupon thoſe words of St. Matthew. 
432 442 45+ When the uiclear ſpis- 
Ms gore out of a Man, he walketh 
k ongh dry places, ſeeking reſt, and 
finding 1070; Ther he ſaith, 1 will re- 
 &*c. In which words all theſe 
range things were found out. Firſt, 

: was a Captain and a Caſtle, Do 
4” Sir, the ſame letter 2 Then 
iete was an izgrefs, an egreſſ; and a 
fegreſs or reingreſs, Then there was 


oiting and #nrefting. Then there 
was ruxber and name, manner and 


eaſure, trouble and trial, reſolution 
bc Brevoletion, aſſaults and fſaſſina- 
2 woidneſs and vacuity; This 
G 2 wag 
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was done at the ſame time, by thalll f 
ſame Man : But, to confeſs the truthiff t 
_ of it, *twas a good" long Text, Xe 1 
ſo he had the greater advantage. ll y 
But for a ſhort Text,that certainly { 
was the greateſt break that ever \ t 
which was occaſioned from tho 6 
words of St. Luke 23. 28. Weep wlll | 
for me, weep for your ſelves 5 Qr,u0 
ſome read it, but weep for your ſelug tl 
It is a plain caſe, Sir, here's but eigulf nt 
words, and the buiineſs was ſo cul 
ningly ordered,that there ſprung fi 
eight parts : Here are, ſays the Dill % 
Qor, eight words, and eight parts. : 
Weep not. 2. But weep. 3. Weep 
but weep. 4. Weep for me. 5. For yl 
ſelves. 6. F or me, for you ſelves. ph 
Weep not for me. 8. But weep for you #0 
ſelves. That is to ſay:North,North alſvs 
by Eaſt. North North Eat, North Bapy 
and by North, North Eaſt, North Bai 
and Fl Faſt, Eaſt North Eaſt, Eaſt al '[G 
by North, Eaſt Now it ſeems noſſ# 
very ealie todetermine which has Wt: 
liged the World, he that found-al 
the Compaſs or he that divided 
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forementioned Text : But I ſuppoſe 
the cracks will go generally upon the 
poGor's fide; by reaſon what he did, 
was done by undoubted Art, and ab- 
ſolute Induſtry 5 but as for the other, 
the common report is; that-it was 

d out by mere fooliſh fortune. 
gll, let it go how it will, queſtt- 
onleſs, they will be both famous in 
their- way, and honourably mentio- 
red to Poſterity. 
. Neither ought he to be altogether 
ſighted who taking that of Ger. 48. 
% for his Text, viz. And one told 
hcob, ard ſaid, Behold, thy Son Jo- 
h cometh unto thee; preſently per- 
ceved, and made it out to the Peo- 
ple, that his Text was a ſpiritual Dial, 
ol For, ſays he, here be in my Text twelve 
i words, which do plainly repreſent the 
i iwelue hours. Twelve words : And 
oy oe told Jacob, and ſaid, Thy Son Jos» 
cometh unto thee. And here is, 
of Pefides Behold, which 73s the Hand of 
the Dyal, that turns and points at eve- 
yword in the Text. And one told Ja- 
bb, ad ſaid, Behold thy ſor Joſeph 
\. G 3 cometh 


o 
» * 
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cometh unto thee, Foy it is not ſai 
Behold Jacob or Behold Joſeph : 

it is, And one told Jacob, and Ja 
Behold, thy ſon Joleph cometh 
thee. That is to ſay ; Behold And 
Behold ore. Behold told. Behold: x 
cob. Again Behold axd, Behold ig 
(And alſo: ) Behold: Behold, 
Which is the reaſon that the wordly 
hold 3s placed in the middle of the 
ther twelve words jndifſerentl p03 i 
at each word. © 

Now as it needs oſt be one if 
Clock, before it can'be Twoor Threexs| ; 
7 ſhall handle this word. And the fi 
word in the Text, before I meddle wi | 
the follomiug. And one told Jace 'f 
This word And is but a Particle, an 
ſmall one « but ſmall ng /4 are no 
be deſpiſed : $. Mat. 18. a, 
heed that you deſpiſenot one eoft ic 
little ones. ' For this And is as h 
Tacks and Loops among ft the Cut 
of the Tabernacle, The Tacks putt 
to the Loops did couple' the Curtains 
the Tent, and ſew the Tent togethd 
So Fas Particle Ang being put intoll'? 

| Lo M4 
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s of the words immediately before 
| the Text, does conple the Text to the 
foregoing verſe, and ſews them cloſe 
ne: | 
I ſhall not tronble you, Sir, with 
Miereſt 3 being much after this Wit- 
tf rate, and \ + 3 mitch' purpoſe. 
\Bit we'lf go ou pleale, Sir, 
16 the Revs og fp ſernations, Do- 
Brines, and Sees thatare com- 
-tohly made and'rais'd from places of 
tpture. 
"One he takes. that for his Text, 
fat, 68. 3. But let the righ e0u be 
Front whence he. raifethchis 
Ebvine , That there 7s 4 ſpirit 
" S71emler ty - in | the Saints of 
"God Bat ket the righteons. K& Do- 
[= PN" warrarlt hidof, of his own 
, ng3 it being not very Eaſe for 
"any body to prevent hirh. 
' Another, he"takes that” of 7a. 
41; 14, I5.' Fear wot thiu Worm Ja- 
.cob, &c. thou ſhalt threſh, tht Houn- 
” 70 Whence' he” obſerves, 
I That the Worti Jacob was a threſh- 
« bh Worm. 
Tl G 4 Another 
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Another, that of Gey. 44+ 1. 4 
he commanded the Steward of thy 
Houſe , ſaying, Fif the mens ſog 
with food 4s much as they can carry; 
And makes his Note from the wordg 
that great Sacks , aud many Sacks, 
will hold. more thax few Sacks, an 
little ones. For look, ſays he, bay 
they came prepared with Sacks aud 
Reefs, Jo they were ſegit hack wil 
Corn : Thegreater andthe more Sacks 
they had prepared, the more Corn thy 
carry away if they prepared but ſmall 
Sacks, and a few, they had carrj 
away the le: Verily and extraoy 
dinarily true. 'Þ 
Another he falls upon that of 


\ 


A 
53. 5. 1s it ſuch a Faſt that Tha 
choſen 2: 4 day for a man to ane f 


* 
- 
_ 
F# 
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ſoul? Ts it to bow down his head lik 
4 Bulruſh 2 The obſervation is, th 
Repentance for an hour, or a day, it 
not worth 4 Eulruſh, And there, | 
think he, bit the buſineſs, 

But of theſe, Sir, I can ſhew yau 


2 whole Book full, in 2 treatiſe cal 
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zng of yery notable and extraordi- 
nary things, which the 1aquilitive 
Author had privately obſerved, and 
diſcoyered, upon xeading the Evans» 
gelifts. As for example: Upon read- 
ing that of S. Johz chap. 2. verſ. 15. 
And when he had made a ſcourge of 
ſmall Cords, he drove them all out of 
the Temple : This prying Divine 
makes theſe Diſcoveries. T diſcover, 
 fayshe, 7» the firſt place, that in the 
Church or Temple, a ſcourge may be 
made. And when he had made a 
W ſcourge. Secondly, that it may be made 
We on: He drove them all out of the 
Templ.. And it was a great chance, 
that he had not diſcovered a third 
thing, and that is, that the ſcourge 
was made before it was made uſe of. 
Upon Mat. 4.25. And there followed 
bim great Multitudes of People from 
Galilee. 7 diſcover, ſays he, wher 
Jeſus prevails with us, we ſhall ſoor 
eave our Galilees. F diſcover alſo, 
lays he, a great Miracle, v1z. that 

El the way after Jeſus being ſtraight, that 
Juch a multitude ſhould follow hin. 
2 Matth. 
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Matth. 5.1. And ſeeing the Multi 
tude, he went up into a Mountait: 
Upon this he diſcovers ſeveral ves 
ry remarkable things : Firſt, he dif 
covers, that Chrif went from the 
Multitude. Secondly, That i is ſafe 
taking warning at our eyes 3 for ſee 
the Multitude he went up. Third ay 
Tt is not fit to be always upon th 
plains and flats with the Meltitadl 
but if we be riſen with Chriſt, to ſp 
thoſe things that are above. 'He diþ 
covers allo very ſtrange things: fr 
the latter part of the forementione 
Verſe: And when he was fet, his Db 
ſeiples came unto him. x. Chriſt # my 
always in motion: And when he was ſth 
2. He walks not on the Mountain 
but ſits : And when he was ſet. Fro 
whence alſo, in the third place, hel 
adviſes People, That wher they arti 
Teaching, they ſhould not move tol 
much, for that is to be carried to and 
fro with every wind-of DoFrine : Now 
certainly never was this place 
Scripture more ſeaſonably brought 


1m. Now, vir, it. you be for a very 
ſhort 


© 2? 
ſhort and witty Diſcovery, let it be 
ppon that of S. Mar. 6. 27. which of 
you by taking tbought, can add one 
Cubit wnto bis ſtature 2 The Diſco- 

very is this : That whilſt the Diſciples 
' were taking thought for 4 Cubit, Chriſt 
takes them down a Cnbit lower, No- 
table alſo are two Diſcoveries made 
upon S. Mat. 8. 1. Whew he came 
down from the 575%RIR great Mul- 
titudes followed him. 1. That Chriſt 
wer down as well as panras 1 5 when 
he came down from the Mountain. 2. 
That the Multitude did” not go hail 
fellow well met with him, nor before 
bim: For, great Multitudes follow- 
ed him. | love with all my heart, 
when People can prove what they 
fay : For there be many that will tals 


| of Choir Diſcoveries and ſpiritual ob- 


{ervations; and when all comes to 
all, they are nothing but pitiful 

elſes, and lender canjectures. 
In like manner that was no contem- 
ptible Diſcovery that was made up- 
on S. 17at.8. I9. Aud a certain Scribe 
came and ſaid, Maſter, I will follow 
thee 
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thee ' whereſoever thou goeit, A- 
{ thou '] ſhall be followed more than s 

| that: T7 will f mw thee whereſos” 
ever thou goeſt. And, inmy opinion; 
that was not altogether amiſs, upon 
S. Mat. 11. 2. Now when John had 
heard in the Priſon the works of Chriſty 
be ſent two of his Diſciples. Some 
alſo poſſibly may not diſlike that ups: 
on S. Luke 12.35. Let your Loins be. 
girded. T diſcouer, ſays he, there 
uſt be a holy girding and truſſing up. 
for Heaver. But I ſhall end all 
with that very politick one, that he 
makes upon S. Mat. 12.47. Then ont 
ſaid unto him, Behold thy Mother and 
thy Brethren ſtand without, deſiring. 
to ſpeak with thee, But he anſwered 
and ſaid, Who is my Mother 2 and: 
who are my Brethren ? IF diſcover now; 
lays he, that Jelus is upox buſineſs,” 
Doubtleſs, this was one of the greats 
eſt Diſcoverers of hidden myſteries,” 
and one of the moſt Pryers 1ato ſpi-" 
ritual Secrets, that ever the world* 
was owner of. It was very well that* 
he happen'd upon the godly Calling, 


and 
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and no ſecular Employment; or elſe 
in good truth, down had they al} 
one, Turk, Pope, and Emperour ; 
for he would have, diſcovered them 

one way or other, every Man. 
Not much unlike to theſe wonder- 
' ful Diſcoverers are they, who chu- 
fing to Preach upon ſome Point 37 
Divinity, ſhall purpoſely avoid all 
ſuch plain Texts, as might give thens 
yery juſt occaſion to diſcourſe upon 
their intended Subject, and ſhall 
pitch upon ſome other places of Scri- 
pture'., which no creature in the 
world but themſelves did ever 1- 
magine that which they offer to be 
therein defigned. My meaning, Sir, 
1s this : Suppoſe you havea mind to 
make a Sermon concerning Epiſco- 
pacy, ( as inthe late times there was 
ſeveral occaſions for it ) you muſt 
by no means take any place of Scri- 
pture that proves or favours that 
kind of Eccleſiaſtical Governneent - 
For then the plot will be diſcover- 
ed, and the people will ſay to them- 
ſelves, we know where to find you, 
you 


. . 
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you intend to preach about Epiſcopes 
cy. But you muſt take that of the: 
Gs c. 16+. 30. Sirs, What \muſt 'F 
do to be ſaved 2 An abſolute place 
for Epiſcopacy,that all former Divine 
had idlely overlook'd : For, Sir, 
being in the Greek, Kveo, whit 
is to ſay in true and ſtrict trans 
{lation, Lords, what more plain that 
that of old, Epiſcopacy was not only, 
the acknowledg'd Government , bull: 
that Biſhops were formerly Peers off 
the Realm, and ſo onght to fit in the 
Houſe of Lords £ Or, ſuppoſe ut, 
you have. a mind to commend 16 
your people Kzngly Governmenti 
you mult not take any place that 8 
plainly to the purpoſe, hut that of 
the Evangelift, Seek, firit the Kings 
dom of God. From which words the 
Dottrine will plainly be; That Monars 
chy or Kingly Government is moſt ate 
cording to the Mind of God. Foritls 
not ſaid.Seek the Parliament of Gody 
the Army of God, or the Committee 
of Safety of God z, but it is, Sees 
the Kingdom of God. And who 
cau 
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| Yau were not full 
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could expe leſs ? Immediately af- 
ter this the Ki77zg came 1n, and the 
Biſhops were xeſtored. Again, Sir, 
becauſe I would willingly be un- 
derſtood , Suppoſe you deſign to 
preach about EledFion and FRepro- 
probation : As for the cighth Chapter 
to the Romans, that's too too well 
known ; But there's alittle private 
lace in the Pſalms that will do the 


buſineſs as well, 7ſal. go. 1g. It the 


multitude of my # onghts within me, 
thy comforts delight my Soul. The 


Doctrine which naturally flows from 


the words, will be, That amongſt 


the multitude of thoughts, there is « 
reat thought of Fle&on aud Repro- 
tion, And then away with the 
point according as the | Ka wi 1s 
mnclined, Or, ſuppoſe laſtly, that 
ſatisfied that Phu- 

ralities were lawtul or convenient : 
May I be ſo bald, Sir, I pray what 
Text would you chuſe to preach up- 
on againſt Nozz-reſidents ? Certainly 


F nothing ever was better pick'd than 


that of S. J/atth. 1. 2, Abraham begat 
Iſaac, 
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Ifac. A clear place againſt Noxreſt 
dents : For had Abrahamnot reſided? 
but diſcontinued from Sarah hig 
Wite, he could never have begot þ 
Joes © EN FIG: "" 
But it is high time, Sir, to make af 
erid of their Preaching, leſt you bg 
as much tited with the repetition 
It, as the People were little bene 4 
ted, when they heard it. I ſhall ow 
ly mind you, Sir, of one thing morg 
and that is the ridicuTous, fenſel# 
and unintended uſe, which many 
them make of Concordances. I (hi 
give you but one inſfance of it, : 
though I could furniſh'you with 4 
hundred printed ones. The Tex 
Sir, 1s this, Galat. 6. 15.. For ir: Chil L 
Jeſus either Circumciſion, hor VncieWth 
eunciſion availeth any thing but a neslp 
Creature. Now all the World know 
the meaning of. this to be, that lets 
Man be of what Nation he wilt, Jew 
or Gentile, if he amends his life and 
walks according to the Goſpel, he C+ 
ſhall be accepted with God. Bub 
this 15 not the way that pleaſes them 


They 
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They.muſt bring into the Sermon, to 
no:purpole at all, a vaſtheap of pla- 
ces of Scripture. (which the Concor- 
dance will furniſh them with) where 
the word zew is mentioned : And the 
Qbſervation mult be, That God is for 
new things 5, Gad js for a new Creature. 
$, Joh 19. 41. Now 2# the place where 
hewas - Crutified, there was a Garden 5 
nnd 1 the Garden -4 new Sepulchre, 
therein was never man yet:laids there 
\laid they Jeſus : And again : St..Mark 
. 17, Chriit tells his Diſciples, That 
they that are true Believers, ſhall caſt 
out Devils, and ſpeak with new 
Toxgues : And likewile the Prophet 
teaches us, 1/a- 42.10. Sing unto the 
Lord a new Song;. and his praiſe unto 
the: cud. of the Eerth. Whence it is 
Y-plain, that C5riſt 18not for old things; 
; the is not for an old Sepulchre ; he 1s 
El hot for old 7 ongnes 3. he1s not for an 
[I old Song ; he is not for the GId Crea- 
i KUCD Chriſt is for the em Creature : 
"YN Circnmciſon and Ontircumciſion avai- 
t leth nothing, but the newv Creature. 
$FAnd what do we read concerninp 
18 : H Sampſon, 
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$umpſon, «15. 15. Is it notth# 
be or ena the vlog 
with one #ew Jaw-boze 2 At old of 
m_ have killed its tens,tts twerths 
its hundreds 5 bur, it traſt be'a# 
Jaw-bonethat's able to kill athouwſang 
God is for the mew Creature. 18 

' But may notſ{ome ſay, 15 Gout 
together for new things ? How cole 
ft about then that the Prophet Wl - 
Je. F. $3, 14. Bring #0 more vain 
ations, Oc, your New=Moons 4 
your appointed F caſts my Sout hate 
And again, what means that, T 
32. 17,19: They ſacrificed unto De 
and to New-Gods,whon they knew 
to New-Gods, that came newly up#* 
when the Lord ſaw #t he #bhorred th 
To which 1 anfiver; that God indt 
1s not for New-Moons, nor for® 
Gods but, excepting Moons" 
Gods, he is for new things: Ge 
for the New-Creature. 8 

It is poſſible, Sir, that ſome-bd 
befides' your ſelf, may be ſo'vaill 
to read this Letter;and they may pay 
haps tell you, that there be no lug 
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ily and uſeleſs peo le a5 I have de- 
ſnbed 3 3 and if there be, there benot 
ove twoor three in a Onrieey's or 
1d thefe be mdre, it is no ſuch 
complaining rig matter, ſeeing that the 
mp nsin othet Profeſſions, in 
- Law a Phyſock, + In both which 
= be maoy a conternptible Crea- 


«Suck therefore as theſe may be 
pleaſed to know, that if there had 
n need, I could lidve told then 
her the Book and vety Page; almoſt 
all that has been ſpoken a 
Pre: ching 3 6r elſe the whe and 
Þhe: re,an the Perſon that Preached it. 
to the Second, vis. \That the 
ergy: are all thigheily furniſh'd with 
ning and Prudence, | except ten, 

nah ſo; Y ſhall notſay any tbing 
Fray becauſe 4 very great Scholar 
«Cour Nation ſtall ſpeak for me, who 
"ell us,Th4t ſuch Preaching 4s is uſual, 
of & hindrance of Salvation, rather 

L thaw the means to it; Aid What he 
gatends by »ſy/al, I ſhall not here go 
WW © they 

wxvourt to explain. o 
" wa H 2 Ks 
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.«  As-to the- laſt, I ſhall alſo in ſha 


anſwer :.That if the advancements 
true Religion, and the eternal Salva 
tion. of a Man, were no:more con 
derable than the health of the Bog 
and the ſecurity of his: Eſtate, 
need nat- be more ſolicitous aballt 
the Learning and Prudence-of 4 
Clergy, than of the Lawyers and Phyſi 
cians : Þut being we believe it to/by 
ogherwiſe ;- ſurely we. ought to 
more concern'd for the Reputatig 
and ſucceſs;; of the one than of thei 
ther, _ THe 4 
I come. now, Sir, - to: the fecal 
Paxt that, was deſigned, * 91z..: thel 
werty of ſume of the -Glergy :Al 
whoſe mean conditian,, 'their ſacl 
Profeſlion is much diſparaged, ial 
their Doctrine undervalued. - 
What large;proviſions of old, Gal 
 was;plealed to: make | for the Pri 
hood, and upon what reaſons, 1s eal 
ly ſeen to any.one that laoks but ant 
the Bible; The Levites,- It 15 4x0 
were left out in the Diviſion of ti 
Inheritance; not to- their loſs butff 


the 
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their great teniporal advantage : for 
whereas, had they been'comtnon ſha- 
rers with the reſt,” a twelfth part on- 
ly would have been their juſt 'allow- 
ance, God was pleaſed to ſettleupan 
them a tenth ; and that without any 
trouble or charge of Tillage's Which 
made their portion. much more: con- 
-Aderable than the reſt. ''- - 
"And as:this proviſion 'was very 
bountiful, ſo the reaſons, no queſt1- 
'on, were very divine and ſubſtantial : 
Which ſeem chiefly to be theſe two. 
© Firſt, that the Prieſthood might be 
together at leifare for the Service 
of God, and that they of that Holy 
Order might not be diſtrated with 
the cares of the World, and inter- 
tupted by every Neighbour's' Horſe 
© or Cow, that breaks their hedges, or 
ſhackles their Corn : But, that living 
 akind of ſpiritual life, and: being re- 
vl moved a little from all worldly af- 
&E firs, they might always be fit to re= 
a ceive holy Inſpirations, and always 
Fready to {earch out the mind of God, 
Sand to adviſe and direGt the People 
1 H 3 therein. 
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therein, Not, as if this divine & 
emption of them from the comm n 
troubles and cares of this life, » 
intended as an opportunity of Luz 
ry and Lazjneſs 3 for certainly the 
1s a labour beſides dig ing:And th 
15atruecarefulneſs without follow 
the Plough, and qonp yo f_Y the 
Cattel. lad ſuch was | 
ment of thoſe holy Men of du 
care and buſjneſs was to pleaſe G 
and to charge themſelves with tl 
welfare of all his People: :Which thi 
he that does with a good and fath 
ed Conſcience, I'll affare you, hel 
a task upon him, much beyand thi 
that have for their care, their h 
dreds of Oxen and five hundrec 2di 
Sheep. | 
© Another regſon that this rad | 
lowance' was made to the Prieſts, 
that they might be enabled to relief 
the Poor, to entertain Strangers, al 
thereby to encourage People in th 
ways of Godlineſs : 'For they bein 
in a peculiar manner the Servarits® 
God, God was pleaſed to cy 
" cl 
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their hands a portion more than or- 
Jinary of the goad things of theLand, 
25 the ſafeſt ſtore-houſe and reaſury 
for ſych as were ig need. That in all 
| Ages therefore, there ſhould be a 
continued tolerable Maintenance for 
the Clergy 5 the ſame reaſons, as 
yell as many others, make us think 
to be very neceſlary, Unleſs they l 
count Money and ictuals to be on- 
ly Types and Shadows,and ſo to ceaſe 
rid the Ceremonial Law. 

. For wherethe Aſirifter is pinch'd, 

'to the tolerable conveniences of 

Life, the chief of his care and 

fime mult be ſpent not in an imperti- 
gent conſidering what Text of Scrip» 
tyres will be moſt uſeful for bisPariſh, 
ET what Inſtructions moſt ſeafanable , 
and what Authors beſt to be conſul- 
"ted : But the chief of his thoughts, 
T and his main buſineſs muſt be to ſtudy 
| how to live that week : Where he 

ſhall have Bread for his Family ? 

Whoſe Sow has lately Pigg'd d 
| 

Whence will come the next rey 
F cing Goole, or the next el Bat 
x H 4 ket 


, 
| 


LS: 
Sket of Apples? How far to Lamnmay 
or Offerings ? When ſhall we. have 
another Chriſtening and Cakes, 'and 
who is likely to marry or die? Thelp 
are very ſeaſonable conſideration 
and worthy of a mans thoughts. Fo 
a Family - can't be maintain'd by : 
Texts and Contexts : And the chill} 
that lies crying in the Cradle, will : 
not be ſatisfied without alittle Mk « 
and perhaps Sugar, though thereby 1 
a ſmall German Syftem in the houlsY ! 
But ſuppoſe he does get into al \ 
little hole. aver the oven, with 4K « 
Lock to it, call'd his Study, toward 
I 
t 
7 


the latter end of the week ( fall 1 
you muſt know, Sir, there is vey 


few Texts of Scripture that can bell / 


divided, at ſooneſt, before Fridg 1 
night; ' and ſome there be that will t: 
never be divided but upon Snag C 
morning, and 'that not very early t 
but either a little hefore they go, of fl k 


in the going to Church : ) I ſay Þ 
ſuppoſe the' Gentleman gets thus! 1 a 
to his Study: one may very neat} a 


gheſs, *yyhat is his firſt thought wy a 
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he- comes! there; '6iz. that the laſt 
Kilderkin of Drink'is near departed; 
and that he has bur one poot fingle 
Groar in the houſe, and there's judg- 
ment and execution ready to come 
out againſt it,, for Milk and' Eggs. 
Now,” Sir, can any man think that 
one thus rack'd, and: tortur'd, can 
deferiouſly intent half an hour to 
contrive any thing that might be of 
real advantage to- his people? Be- 
fides;' perhaps that week he has met 
with ſome diſmal croſſes and un- 
| doing misfortunes. There 'was a 
furvy-condition'd 'Mole that broke 
into his paſture, and plough'd up 
| the beſt part of his Glebe: And a 
little after that, came a couple of 
FPightful ill-favour'd Crows, ''and 
trampI'd down the little remaining 
Graſs: Another day, having but 
four Chickens, ſweep comes the 
Kite, and carries away the fatteſt and 
hopefulleſt of all the.Brood. -'Fhen 
after all this came the Jack-daws 
NF and Starlings (idle Birds thar the 
1 we?) and they ſcattered and wm 
ried 
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ried away from his thin rſs 
houſe, forty or fifty of the belf- 
ſtraws : And to make him cor pleats 
ly unhappy, after all theſe afflicxiong 
another day, that he had a pair of 
Breeches on, coming over ajpervene 
ſtile, he ſuffered very much in cares 
leſly lifting over his Leg. Now, 
what Pariſh can be fo inconfiderat 
and unreaſonable, as to look for any. 
thing from one,whoſe phanſie is thy 
check'd, and whoſe underſtandingy 
thus ruſfl'd and diſordered. They may: 
as ſoon expet comfort and conls 
lation from him that lies rack'd wit | 
the Gout and Stone, as from a By 
vine thus broken and ſhatter'd in hy 
fortunes, b 

But we'll grant, that he meets na 
with any of theſe ſuch frightful dy 
ſaſters, but that he goes into hy 
Study with a Mind as calm as the 
vening: Forall that, upon Sunday, 
we muſt be content even with what 
God ſhall pleaſe ta ſend us. For; 
for Books, he is ( for want of money: 
ſo moderately turniſh'd, that except 
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. jtbe a ſmall Gezeve-Bible, 10 fall, 
26 it will not be deſixed to lie open of 
itſelf, together with a certain; Cor- 
cordance thereuntq belonging 5 as 
alo-a Book for all kind of ZatizSen- 
- tences, called Polyanthea , with fore 
Expoſition upon the Catechiſm (a 
portion of which is to be got by 
Vart, and to be put off for hisawns ) 
and perhaps Mr. Caryl upon Praeda, 
Mr. Dod upon the Commandments, 
and Mr. Clark's Lives of famousmen, - 
- bath in Church and State; ſich as 
Mr. Carter of Norwich, that uſes to 
eat ſuch abundance of Pudden:- Be- 
fides, I ſay, theſe, there is ſcarce a- 
vy. thing ta be found but a boudget 
x old-ftitch'd Sermons, hung up be- 
ind the door, with a few broken 
| Girts, twoor three yards of Whip- 
cord, and perhaps a Saw and a'Ham- 
mer, to preyent dilapidations. Now, 
what may not a Divize do, though 
but of ordinary parts, and unhappy 
education, with ſuch learned helps 
and afliſtances as theſe 2 No vice 
furely durſt ſtand before him, nor 
Hereſie affront him. And 


L 
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And furthermore, Sir, it 15to 
confidered, that' he that is but thug 
meanly provided for, it is not- his 
only: rafelicity that' he has cen 
Time, Mind; nor Books, to improve 


himſelf for the inward benefit and | | 


ſatisfation of his Joe; but”: 
that he is not capableof doing that 
outward good amonglt the needy 
which 1s a great Ornament ta th 
holy- Profeſſion, and a conſiderab 
advantage towards the having 
Dodrine believed and practifed 
degenerate world. -And that whil 
augments the miſery, whether heh | 
able or not, it is expected from hit 
If there-comes a Brzef to Town | ( | | 
the 17inifer to calt m his Mite, 
not ſatisfie, unleſs he can createh 


pence or a ſhilling; to put into th : 4 


Box, for a ſtale to decoy in the rel 
of the Pariſh : Nay, he that has but 
twenty or thirty pounds per ann 
if he bids not up as high as the 

in the Pariſh in all-acts of Charity 
he is counted carnal and a 
minded, only becaule he durlt 1 be 
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eoin ,- 4nd - cannot work Miracles; 

And let there come never fo many 

Beggars,, half of theſe I'll fecure you, 

ſhall preſently enquire for the Mint- 

ſte:rs houſe: For God, ſay they, 
certainly. dwells there, and, has laid 
up for us ſufficient relic; 

I: know many' of the Lazty are u- 
ſually 1o extremely tender of the ſpi- 
ritual wellfare of the Clergy, that 
they-are-apt to wiſh -them but very 
{all temporal goods, leſt their in- 
ward ſtate ſhould be in danger, +(.A 
thing they need notmuch fear, ſince 
thar' effectual humyliation of Hezrp 
the, Eighth. _) For, -ſay\ they, the 
great: Fithes; large) Glebes, , good 
Ones! and warn, Cloths, do--but , 

yp; the Prieſt, | making him-fat, FA 

y, and uſeleſs, :;ahd fill him with 
pride,. vain-glory, and all kind of 
inward, wickedneſs, . and pernicious 
corruption. We ſee this plain, ſay 
—_ in.the hore -of Babylon: To 
what a degree of Luxury and Intem- 
perance ( Cheſides a great deal of falſe 
Dottrine ) have Riches and Honouy 
| zaiſed 


þ 
l 


| 
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raiſed up that S:rmmper ? How dey 
ſhe ſtrut it, and ſwagper it over 
the world, terrifying Princes, a 
deſpiſing Kings andEniperots > TW 
Clergy, if ever we would expettaj 
edification from tlem, onght t6'l 
dieted and kept low,to be meek ay 
humble, quiet, and ſtand inneed lf 
of Milk fro their next Neih 

our, andalwaysbe very toth toltll. 
for their vety right, for fear of ub: 
king any diſturbance inthe Pariſh; 
ſeeming to underftand, or have i 
reſpet for this vile and oiitw 
Wotld: Under the Law indeed;\ 
thoſe 01d times of darkneſs'and 
ing,” the Prieſts had their firſt 
ſecond diſhes, their Milk attd Hongyl 
their Manna and Quails, thr ow 
ward ''allo and inward Veſtm 20M © 
But now under: the Goſpel,” and" i: 
timesof Light and Faſting, a mull 
more ſparing Diet 1s fitter, anda | 
ſingle Coat, though it be never #f- 
ancient and thin. is fully fafficieas 
We mult now look, ſay they; (i. 
we would be the better for them} a 


4 
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for 2 hardy and labouring Clergy. 
that is mortifed to a Horle, and all 
\ ſuch pampering vanities; and that 
can foot it five or fix miles inthe dirt, 
and preach till {tar-light for as many 
3 asalfo a ſober and temper- 
_— that will not eat fo much 
«the Laity, but that the leaſt Pig, 
and _ 7” "Sheaf, ow the leaſt of 
, "ea Conn e their Spari- 
Oenlfip. Kod befides, a +a 
mrs, Cletgy, that can abſtain 
a penny a nionth toge- 
aq unleſs it bewhen the ColeFors, 
=_ Vijnationers come. Theſe arc 
Wl -Goſpel-diſpenſations, and great 
Inſtances of '- Patrence,, contented- 
Y ac, and reſignation of affeftions; 
roall the emptineſſes and fooleries of 
this life. 
| ©» But, cannot a Clergy-man chuſe 
"father to lie upon Feathers than an 
& Hardle, but he muſt be idle, ſoft, 
'' and effeminate>? May he not defire 
| wholeſome Food, and freſh Drink. 
i uanleſche be acheat, a Hypocrite and 
an{mpoltor ? And mult he needs » 
voi 
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void of all Grace, though :he has 
ſhilling in his Purſeafter the Ratesbk 
croſs'd 2: And full of /pride anda 
nity,” though his Houſe: ſtands nay 
npon crutches, and though} 
Chimney is to be {cena foot-abloy 
the Thatch 2: Oh, how prettily)an 
temperately' may :half a ſcore-@hil 
dren - be. : maintained :with- almhgk 
Twehtty- ;-pounds.. per anmm 1: W 
a handſome Ahift-a poor ingenigl 
and frugabDivire wilbinake, total 
it by turns, :and wear a Callocksy 
year, \ and a pair/;of,Breeches 
ther 2.;/What.a becoming thing is 
for him that ſerves atthe Altar,to 
the Dung-cart m: dry weather, :M 
to heat-the: Oven, and pilt Hemp 
wet? -And. what arpleaſant 'fiphwwyto 
it, to ſee the.,man of God fetching: 
up his fingle Melancholy Cow. from! 
a ſmall rtb_ of Land that is ſcarcetots 
be found: without:a. Guide 2 Ort0Wi 
be ſeated upon a ſoft and well grig 
ded: pouch of Meal ?. Or to be play 
tcd upon a Pannier ' with a pait &Y'S 
Geeſe, or Turkies, Ong ') Las 

ao tnelſ 


| | 
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their heads from under his Ca: 


nonical Coat, as you cannot but re- 
member the man, Sir, that was thus 


Accompliſh'd 2 Or to find him raving 


#bout the Yards, or keeping his 


"Chamber cloſe, becauſe the Duck 


litely miſcarried of an Egg, -or that 
the never-failing Hen has unhappily 


_—_ her wonted Neſt ? 


2 And now, fhall we think that (uct 
En mployments as theſe can any way 
* onfiſt with due reverence, or toler- 
le 'reſpet from a Pariſh? And he 
peaks altogether at a venture, that 
ther ſays that this is falſe, or,at leaſt 

herd not be ſo, notwithſtanding 

the mean condition of foe of th 
Clergy. For let any one make it out 
ome, which way it is pollible,that a 
man ſhall be able to maintain per- 
[haps eight or ten in his Family, witky 
twenty of thirty Pounds fer annum, 
without a moſt intollerable depen- 
dence upon his' Pariſh, and without 
committing himlelf to Tach vileneſs, 
3 will in all likelihood, render him 
dntemptible to' his People. Now, 
x where 
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where : the In-come 1s 10' pitiful 
ſmall, ( which I allure you, is 
portion. of huxdreds of the C : 
of this Nation ) which way i ll 
mannage it {for the, ſubſiſtence, 
himſelt, - and/his F ms Ifhe ke 
the G}cbe in his own hand ( w 
he may. cafily do, almoſt in heh $ 
tow of it ) what increaſe can heg 
pet from a couple of Apple-treg 
a brood of Ducklings, a Hemp-ly 
and as much paſture asis. juſt able 
ſummer a Cow?And as for his Tuth 
he either rents them out to a 1g 
man, whowill be very unwilling 
be his Tenant, unleſs he may T 
to. fave by the bargain at lea 
third part-; Or elſe he compoy 
for them and then as for his mon 
he ſhall have it when all the rel 
the world-bepaid. But if he thi 
fit to take his dues in kind, beth 
either. demands his true and util 
Right 5 and if fo, it'is a great i 
zard if he be not counted a Catal: 
piller, a Muck-worm;a very Earthly : o 
minded man, and too- much ligh '"F 
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ho. this lower world ; which was 
as many of the: Laity think, 

er: for themſelves : : Or elſe 

zuſt tamely commit himſelf to 

bk Doſe of the creature, that: 

.be pleaſed to be proportioned 

into him: Chuſing rather to 

ye in peace and quietneſs, than 

pgiin his right by noiſe and diſtur- 

: The beſt of all theſe ways 

a Clergy-man ſhall think fit for 
 prefetment to be mannag'd , 


hayce 


S 
wh ie - it is.ſo ſmall, are ſuch, as will 
by pubtedly make him cither to be 


tated and reviled, or. elſe pitifully 
wor and diſeſteemed, L 
+ But has it not gone very hard in all 
- s with the men of God? Was not: 
Lord and after, our Great and 
Hoh Prieſt; and was not his fare 
bo , and his life full. of trouble? 
And was not the condition of moſt 


et his Diſciples very mean? Were 


they. notably pinch'd, and ſe- 
xcly treated after him? And is it 
bo the Duty of every Chriſtian to 


mite fach holy Patterns: .but e- 


t 5 fpecially 
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ſpecially of fl Clergy, who art 

be ſhining” Lights and viſible Exz 
ples, and therefore to' be ſatis 

with a very little Morlſel, and to 
 nounce ten times as much of! t 
World as-other People ? And is 
Patience better than the great Tith 
and Contentedneſs to be. prefer 
before large Fees and Cultoms | 


there any compariſon* between 
expectation of a cringing Bowe, 
low Hat, and mortificatton. to all 
Vanities and F opperies 3 eſpect 
with thoſe-who, in a peculiar f 
ner, hope to receive their Int 


tance, and make their Harveſt iff 
next life 2 This was well though 
indeed : but for all that , 
pleaſe, Sir, we will conſt der al 
fome of thoſe remarkable Inconft | 
ences, that do moſt undoubtedly? 
tend upon the Miniſters bein ng" 
meanly provided for, 

Firſtof all, the holy Men of 
or the Miniſtry i in general, heret 
diſ-e{teemed, and rendred of fn 
account, For though they be caill 
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the er of God, yet whenit is obſer- 


'yed, that God ſeems to take but lit- 


tle care of them in making them tol- 
Ne Proviſions for this Life, or 
that Men are ſuffered to take away 
that which God was pleaſed to pro- 
vide for them,the People. are preſent- 


Jy apt to think, that they belong to 


God no more than ordinary folks, if 
@much. And although it is not to 
be queſtion'd but that the laying on 
atHands is a moſt Divine Inſtitution ; 
Jet it 15 not all the B;ops Hands in 
the World, laid upon a Man, if he 
$.etther notoriouſly ignorant, or 


Gimally poor, that can procure him 
ay hearty and laſting reſpe&. For 
though we find that ſome of the Diſ- 
les of Chriſt, that carried on and 


eltabliſhed the great C__ of the 
[ ofpel,* were Perſons of ordinary 
Enployments and Education ; yet 


Fveſcclittle reaſon to think that Mi- 


cles ſhould be continued to do that, 


H wich natural endeavours, aſſiſted by 


r, w4 
«7 


: 
x 


he Spirit of God, are able to per- 
wm. And if Chriſt were till upon 
Wo”; I 3 _ Earth 
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Farth to make Bread for fach as1 
his peculiar Servants, and Declah 
of bis mind and Doctrine, the Laj 
if they pleaſe, ſhould eat up alli 
Corn themſelves, as well-the te 
ſheaf, as the other ; but ſeeing] 
otherwiſe, and that that Miracy 
Power was not left to the ſixcceet 
Clergy 3 for them to beg their Bt 
or depend for their ſibfiſtence ul 
the good pleaſure and humon F 
their Pariſh, Is a thing that r« 
that holy Office very much fligh t 
and diſregarded. k 

That conſtitution therefore of 
Church was a moſt prudent dell 
that ſays, that all whoare Orda i 
ſhall be Ordain'd to ſomewhat ;'N 
Ordain'd at random, to Preach 
general to the whole World, as thi 
travel up and down the Road, 1 
to this or that particular Pariſh, 
noqueſtian the reaſon was to pre 
Spiritual-Pedling,' and lied 
and down the Country with a bag 
trifling and inſlignificant-* 'Serfi 200 
enguiring, who will buy any B 
| ctrine! 


__— nes * Jo. 
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Arine? So that no.more might bere- 
ceived into holy Orders,' than the 
\ Church had'provition for. | But fo 
weary little 1s this regarded, that if a 
young Divinitz-intender has but got 
aSermon of his own,or of hisFather's, 
h he knows not where to 
a' Meals Meat, or one penny of 
ll by his Preaching, yet he gets 
Qualigcation from ſome Benefic'd 
FE or other, "who perhaps is no 
[more able to keep a Curate,' than I 
ameo keep ten.-Foot-boys, and fo he 
'pmadea Preacher. 'And upon this 
_ have known an. —_y 
-Dwine, whole Living would but ju 
& himſelf and his F Family from the 
-lancholly and Deſpair, ſhroud under 
hisproteQion as many Carts, as the 
J belt Nobleman inthe Land has Chep- 
hains. Now, many ſuch as theſe go 
-jato Orders againſt the Sky falls;fore- 
J ſeeing no more likelyhood of any 
Y Preferment coming to them, than 
* Pam or I do of being Secretaries of 
J State; Now, ſo often asany ſuch as 
, theſe for want of Maintenance, are 


, I 4 put 
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put to any unworthy and difgracefal 
ſhifts, this refllefts diſparagement;up. 
on all that Order of Holy Men. 

And we muſt have a great ing o 


comparing our ſmall prefer'd Clergy 
with thoſe ' but of the like fortunew 
the Church of Kowe, they having 
many Arts and Devices of gaining 
Reſpect and Reverence to their 'O& FI. 
fice, which we count neither juſtnal 
warrantable. We. deſign ; no: mat 
thanto he ina likely capacity of del. 
ing good, and not diſcrediting au 
Religion, nor ſuftering the Goſpelti 
- be diſ-eſteemed:But their aim is cles 
ly, not' only by Cheats, contriw 
Tales and faigned' Miracles, to gu 
Money in:abundance:but to be wats 
ſhipped, almoſt deified, is as littles 
they will content-themſelves withal, 
For, how canit be, but that the.pecs 
ple belonging to a Church, where 
the Supteme Governour is behevedF 
never toerre, either purely by vet 


tue of his own ſingle Wiſdom, or by 
the help of his Inſpiring Chair, orby ſl. 
the aſhſtance of his little —_ £ 


way — dy — < 


_ Ss. = . 2. 2 pF" - > oma oat ttc Dawu 


221 } 


| Cardinals, (for.it matters not where 
. the root of not. being miſtaken lies) 


I fay;; how canitbe, but that all that 
are Belieyers of: ſuch extraordinary 
knowledge, muſt needs ſtand in moſt 
direful-awe, nat. only of the'foreſaid 
Supreme, but of all that adhere to 
him, :or are in any Ghoſtly Authort- 


_ ty; under him ?. And although it fo 
. happens, that this ſame extraordina+ 


ry knowing Region 1s pleaſed to trou- 


ble himſelf withia good large propor- 


tion of this yile and .contemptible 


World, ſo that ſhould he-:now and 


then,upon ſome odd and cloudy day, 


'count himſelf Mortal, and be alittle 
\miſtaken;yet he has chanced tomake 


ſuch a comfortable proviſion for him- 


- ſelf and his followers, that he muſt 


needs be ſufficiently valued and ho- 
noured amangſt all : But had he but 
juſt enough ta keep himſelf. from 
catching cold,and ftarving.ſo long as 


| he is inveſted with ſuch ſpiritual So- 


veraignty, and ſuch a peculiar privi- 
lege. of being. Infallible, moſt cer- 


\ tatuly ,- without + quarrelling , he 


takes 
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take the Rode of all Man-kind, +: 
And as for the moſt inferior Priefſty 
of all, although they. pretend not tg 
ſich perfetion of knowledge, yet 
there be many extraordinary os 
which they are believed tobeable 
do, which beget jm People a molt ye 
nerable reſpect towards them 5 ſuch 
is the power of Making God in the 
Sacrament ; athing that mult infalli 
bly procure an infinite admiration of 
him that can do it, though he ſcarce 
knows the ten Commandments, and 
has not a farthing to buy himſelf 
Bread, And then when Chr is made; 
their 'giving but -half of him to the 
Laity, isa thing alſo, if it be __— 
that will very much help'on the buf 
neſs, and make the People ſtand ata 
greater diſtance from the Clergy, 1 
might inftancelikewile in their Aurk 
cular Confeſſions, injoyning of Pe 
nance, forgiving ſins, making” of 
Saints, freeing people from Purgato- 
ry, and many ſach uſeful Tricks they 
have, and Wonders they can do, to 
draw in the forward believing Laity 
intq 


__'Dr23] 
jntoa moſt Right-Worſhipful Opinj- 
on, and Honourable Eſteem of them. 
And therefore + ſeeing our ' Hol 
Church of Exglard counts it not juſt, 
nor Warrantable thus to cheat the 
World, by belying the Scriptures, 
and /by'making uſe of ſuch falſhood 
and ftratagems to gain reſpet and re- 
verence : It behoves us certainly ts 
wiſh for, and endeavour all fuch 
means as are uſeful and lawful, for the 
obtaining the ſame. 

* Imighthetre, Ithink, convenrent- 
| 14g, that though many prefer- 
ments amongſt the Clergy of Rome 
' may poſfibly be as fimall as ſome of 
ours in England, yet we are to be 
put 1n mmind of one more excellent 
Contrivance of theirs, and that is 
the denyal of Marriage to Prieſts, 
whereby they are freed from the Ex- 
pences of a Family, and a train of 
young Children, that, upon my 
word, will ſoon ſuck up the milk of 
a Cowor two, and grind in pieces a 
few ſheaves of Corn. The Church of 
Emgland therefore thinking it not fit 
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to oblige their Clergy tq a lingle life, 
and I ſuppoſe are not likely to. 
alter their Opinion, unleſs they re- 
ceceive better reaſons for it from 
Rome, than has been as yer ſent o- 
ver 3 he makes a compariſon very 
ivide from the purpoſe, that goes 
about - to try the livings here in Ex» 
gland, by thoſe of the Church of 
Kome : There being nothing more 
frequent jn our Church, than for a 
Clergy-man to have three or foup' 
children to get Bread for, by that 
time one in theirs ſhall be allowed 
tqgo into Holy'Orders. . 

There 1s ſtill one thing remaining;® 
which qught nat to be forgotten (a 
thing that is ſometimes nurged , 1 
know, by the Papiſts, for the ſingle. 
life of the Prieſts) that does much 
alſo leſſen the Eſteem of our Mini 
ſtery 3 and that is the poor and con- 
temptible Employment that many 
children of the Clergy are; forced 
upon, by reaſon of the meanneſs of 
their Fathers Revenue. It has hap» 
pen'd, I know, ſometimes, - thak 
whereas 
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whiereas it has pleaſed God to be. 
ſtow upon the Clergy-man a very 
ſufficient Income 3 yet ſuch has been 
his careleſsneſs, as that he hath made 
but pitiful proviſtons for his chil- 
dren. And on 'the other ſide, not- 
withſtanding all'the good care and 
thoughtfulneſs of the Father, it has 
happen'd at other times that the 
children, beyond the power of all 
advice, 'have ſeemed to be reſolved 
for Debauchery 3 but to ſee Clergy- 
mens children condemn'd to the 
walking of Horſes,” to wait upon a 
Tapſter, or the like, and that only 
becauſe 'their Father was not able 
to allow them a more gentile Edu- 
cation, are ſuch Employments that 
cannot but bring great diſgrace and 
diſhonour upon the Clergy. . 

"But this 1s not all the inconveni- 
ence that attends the ſmall Income, 
the Portion of ſome Clergy-men 3 
for beſides that the Clergy in gene- 
ral is diſeſteemed, they are likely 
alſo to do but little good in their 
Pariſh, For it is a hard matter _ 
the 
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the People to believe thathe talks” 
any thing to the purpoſe, that wants | 
ordinary Food for his Family, and 
that. his Advice and Expoſition can 
come from above, that 1s ſcarce des 
fended againſt the Weather, I haye. 
heard a travelling poor man beg with 
very good Reaſon and a great ftream: 
of ſcalonable Rhetorick, and:yet it- 
has been very little minded, becauſe. 
his cloaths were torn, or at leaſt gue i 
of faſhion : And on the other fide 
I have. heard but an ordinary ſayingy 
praceeding from a fine ſujt, ' and a 
good luſty Title of Honqur, highs 
ly admired 3 which would not polls 
bly have been hearken'd to, had 
been uttered by a meaner Perſons. 
yet IF: means, . becauſe it was a; 
phanſie of his Yorſbips, tt muſt be 
counted high,and notably, expreſitd.; 
If indeed this world were made of 
fincere and pure beaten Vertue., like 
the Gold of the firſt Age, then ſuck 
idle and fond prejudices would be a 
very vain ſuppoſal: And the Dadtrine 
that. proceeded from the moſt tats 

| | fer 


"OY — OT Eo EP aig RE ARISE ooo 12A 1% 


E 
' 


| LI 
teted and contemptible Habit; and 
the moſt ſparing Diet, would be as 
acceptableas that which flowed from 
aSiltken Caflock, and the beſt chear : 
But ſeging the world is not abfolute- 
ly perfect, it 1s to be queſtioned, 


- whether he that. runs upon Truſt for 


every ounce of Proviſion he ſpends 
in-his Family, can ſcarce look-from 


bis Pulpit, 1nto any. Seat, of the 


Church, but that he ſpies ſome body 

or other that he is beholder: to, and 
depends upon 3, and for want of mo- 
ney has ſcarce ..confidence: to; ſpeak 


+ handfomly to his Sexton; it-is to be 


weſtion'd, I ſay, whether one thus 


deſtitute of all tolerable ſubſiſtence, 
and thus ſhattered and diſtraqged 


with moſt neceſlary Cares, can ets 
ther invent with diſcretion; or utter 
with courage any- thing that:may be 
beneficial to; his. People, whereby 
they. may became his diligent at+ 
tenders, and hearty reſpeCters. 

And as:the People do almoſt re- 
folve againſt being amended, or bet- 
tered by that Miniſters Preaching, 


whoſe 


L 
\ 
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whiole circumſtances, 'as to this life" 
are ſo bad, and his condition fo lowy 
fo likewife 1s their ' Devotion very 
cool, 'and indifferent in hearing; 
from ſuch a one, the Prayers of ths 
Church .' The Divine-ſervice, all then 
World know, is the ſame, if raCy , 
in the-moſt magnificent Cathedral 
or in the moſt private Parlour : Or 
performed by the 4rch-Bifbop hit 
{elf, or by the meaneſt of his Prieſk 
But as-the ſolemnity 'of the plat 
beſides : the Confecration of itt 
God Almighty, do much influent 
upon the Devotion of the Peoplt 
ſo al{o*the quality and conditioni 
the perſon that reads it. And 
though there be not that acknow 
ledged difference between  Priel 
comfortably provided for, ard him 
that #'in the Thorns and Bryars,” aj 
there is' between one placed in gre}, 
Dignity and Authority, and one that 
Is 1n leſs; yet ſuch a difference thi 
People will make, that they 'wil 
ſcarce” hearken to what is read by 
the one, and yet be moſt religioully 

attentwe#F 
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 kttentive to the other; - Not ſurely - 
that any onecan think, that he whoſe 
countenance 1s chearly , and his 
Barns full, can petition Heaven mote 
 effectually, or prevail with Gad for 
the © forgiveneſs of a greater fin, 
than he who is pitifully pale, and is 
-not owner of an ear .of corn: yet 
moſt certainly they do not delight 
ty confeſs their Sins, and fing Praiſes 
to God with him, who ſighs more 
for wantof Money and Victuals, than 
his Treſpaſſes and offences. Thus 
&is, and will be, do you and I (Sir ) 
what we. can to the contrary. Did 
bur Church indeed believe, with the 
Tapiſts, every perſon rightfully or- 

bt: Wd to be a kind of God Almigh- 
h 7, working miracles and doing won- 
fersthen would People moſt readily 
Qroftrate themſelves in every thing 
to holy Orders, thought could bur 
ft creep: But being our Church 
unts thoſe of the Clergy to be but 
Mortal men ( though peculiarly de- 
Mlicated to God and his Service ), 
i Fir behaviour, their condition and 

4 | K circum» 
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circumſtances of life will neceſlaxil 
come into our value, and eſteemg 
them. . And therefore it 1s no py 


Þ-4/ 


= 
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poſe. for men to ſay, that this nes 
not be; it being but meer prejudieg 
humour and phanſie : And that ifthy 
man. be but truly in Holy Orday 
that's the great matter: And fg 
thence come bleſſings, Abſolutig 
and Intercefſion through Chriſt w 
God: And that it is not Phzloſop 
Languages, Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, B 
dence, Diſcretion, and Reputatii 
by which the Miniſter can help ugg 
towards Heaven :  Notwithſtand 
this, I ſay again, that ſeeing men| 
men, ' and ſeeing that we. are oft 
Church of Exgland, and not of thi: 
of Roiae, theſe things ought to 
weighed and: conſidered ; and i: 
want of being ſo, our Church of 8 
gland has ſaffered much, 4 
And I am almoſt confident, thiff 
ſince the Reformation, nothing WIV< 
more hindred People from: a jul#<a 
c{timation of a Form of Prayer, aprc 
our Holy Liturgy, than employing 
compani 
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eompany of Boys, or old illiterate 
Mumblers, to read the Service: 
And I. do verily believe that at this 
yery day, eſpecially in Cities and 
Corporations, ( which make up the 
third part of our Nation ) there 
is nothing that does more keep back 
ſome diſlatisfied People from 
'Church, till Service be. over, thart 
"that 1t is read by fome Ten or 
Twelve-pound;man , . with whoſe 
Parts and Education they are ſo 
well acquainted, as to have reaſon 
40 know, that he has but juſt skill 
znough to read the Leſſons. with 
#wice conning over, And though 
ghe Office of! the Reader, be only 
to-read word for word, and neither 
Ro invent or expound 3 yet People 
Jove he ſhould be a Perſon of ſuch 
worth and knowledge, as it may be 
ſuppoſed he underſtands what he 
geads. And although for ſore it 
were too burthenſome a task to 
Wxcad the Service twice a day, and 
Wpreach as often; yet certainly it were 
Syuch better if the People had but 

| K* 2 one 
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one Sermon in a fortnight or month 
ſo the Service 'was performed byy 
knowing and valuable Perſon, thay 
to run an unlearned rout of com 
temptible People into Holy Ordeny 
on purpoſe only to ſay the Praye 
of the Church, who perhaps hull 
nnderſtand very little more than 
hollow pipe made of Tin or Wai 
{cot. _ 

Neither do I here at all reflet 
upon Cathedrals : Where the Pray 
are uſually read by ſome grave all 
worthy Perſon ; And as forthe uy 
learned Singers, whether Boys 
Men , there 1s no more complai 
to be made, as to this Caſe, th 
that they have not an all-undes 
ftanding Orgar, or a prudent and 
diſcreet Cornet. £ 

Neither need People be afraid that 
the Miniſter for want of Preaching 
ſhould grow ſtiff and ruſty, fup 
poſing he came not into the Pulpit 
every week: For he may ſpend his} th 
time very honeſtly, either Yy fa 
taking better care of what ht 

preach 
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preaches, and by ſerioufly conlide- 
ring what is-moſt uſeful and ſeaſona- 
ble for the People 3 and not what 
Subject he canpreach upon with moſt 
eaſe;or upon what text he can make a 
brave Speech,for which no body ſhall 
be better, or where he can belt {teal 
without being diſcover'd, as is the 
actice of many Dzivires in private 
Pariſhes : or elſe he may ſpend it in 
niliting the Sick, inſtructing the Igno» 
gant, and recovering ſuch as are gone 
altray:For,though there be Churches 
built for publick Aſſemblies, for pub- 
lick Inſtruction,and Exhortation:and 
though there be not many abſolutely 
lan - places of Scripture that do ob- 
we the Miniſter to walk from houſe 
to houſe, yet certainly People night 
receive much more advantage from 
ſuch charitable Viſits and friendly 
© Conferences, than from general Dil> 
© courſes levell'd at the whole World ; 
© where perhaps the greateſt part of 
FF the time (hall be ſpent in uſeleſs Pre- 
faces, Dividings and Flouriſhings. 
I Which thing is very practicable, ex- 
K 3 cepting - 


[134] 


eepting ſome vaſt Pariſhes : In w mY - 


allo it 1s much better to do good t 


ſome than to none at all. 


There is but one Calamity may 
thatTſhall mention, which though 
need not abſolutely, yet it doestay 
frequently accompany thelow cond 
tion of many of the Clergy : And tha 
is, it isa great hazard, if they beny 
zdle, intemperate and ſcandalous® 
ſay, I cannot . prove 1t {iri&ly al 
undeniably that a man” ſmally bay 


ficed, muſt of neceſiity be diſlo 


and debauched : but when we a 
ſider, how much he lies ſubject toi 

humour of all kind of Reprobal 

and how eafily heis tempted from 
own houſe of Poverty and Mela 
cholly ; it is to be- feared, thath 
will be willing too often to-for 
his own Study of a few ſcurvy Book 
and his own Habitation of Darknei. 
where there is ſeldom eating or drinl 
ing, for a good lightſome one, whe 
there 18 a bountiful proviſion of be 
And when he comes here, thought 
{wears nat at all, yet he muſt be ſil 


* 
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- to ſay nothingto them that doe- it, 
by all that they can think of: And 
though he judges it not fit to lead the 
Forelorn in Vice and Profaneneſs 
et, if he goes about to damp aFro- 
ſick, there 1s great danger, not only 
oflofing his S#-day Dinner, but all 
opportunities of ſuch future refreſh- 
ments, for his niceneſsand ſqueamiſh- 
'neſs. And ſuch as are but at all dif- 
+poſed to theſe lewd kind of Meetings, 
"Pefides the Dev1l, he ſhall haveſoli- 
-citors enough, who count all fuch re- 
yelling occaſions very unſavoury.,and 
unhallowed,unleſs they haye'the pre- 

. fence of ſome Clergy man to ſanCtihe 
the: Ordinance: Who, if he ſticks at 
-hisGlaſs, bleſs him, and call him but 
Do@G or, and it {]ides preſently. I take 
nodelight, I muſt confels, to inſiſt up- 
on this, but only I could very much 

- wiſh that ſuch of our Governors, as 
g0 amongſt our ſmall preferr'd Cler- 
gy, totake a view of the Condition 
of the Church and Chancel,that they 
would make but enquiry whether the 
 Mitifter himſelf be not much out of 
reparr. K 4 j 
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I have now done, Sir, with the 
Grounds of that diſeſteem that many 
of the Clergy lie under both by thy 
Tenorance of ſome, and the extrean 
Poverty of others: And I ſhould hayp 
troubled you no farther but that] 
thought it convenient not to omit 
the particular accaſions that do cons 
cur to the making up of many of auf 
Clergy fo pitifully poor and contemy 
ptible, ©: ©: "*; .**-...3 2 

"The firſt thing that contributg 
much tothe Poverty of the Clergyyi 
the great ſcarcity of Livings:Churll þ 
and Chappels we haye enough, it ii 
be confeſſed, if compared with tl t 
bigneſs of our Nation - But in reſpell 
of that infinite number that are m Ha# 
ly Orders, it is a very plain caſe, that 
there is a'very great ' want. ' And, 4 
am confident that ina very little time 
I could procure hundreds that ſhould 

' ride both Sun and: Moon down, and 
be everlaſtingly yours, if you could 
help them but to a Living of Twenty 
tive, 'or Thirty poundsa year : And 
this I ſuppoſe to be chiefly occaſioned 
, upan 
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- uponitheſe two accounts; either from 
: the Fagerreſs and Ambition that ſome 
People have of going into Orders ; or 
' from .the refwge of others into the 

Church ; who being otherwiſe dif- 

appointed of a Livelihaod, hope, 

to make ſureof one by that means. 

\ Firſt, I ay,that which encreaſes the 

unprovide for number of the Cler- 
&y, is people poſting into Orders, be- 

oy they know their Meſlage or Buſt- 
neG,onlyout of a certain kind ofPride 
and Ambition. Thus ſome are hugely 
mn love with the meer Title of Prieſt, 
or Deacon never conſidering how 
they ſhall live, or 1what good they 
are likely to do in their Office : But 
only they have a phanſie that a Caſ- 
ſock, if it be made longayus a very 
handſom Garment, though it be ne- 
ver paid for: And that the Desk 1s 
clearly the beſt, and the Pulpit the 
Y iigheſt Seat in all the Pariſh : That 
they ſhall take place of moſt but E/- 
quires and Right-Worſhipfuls : T hat 
they ſhall have the honour of being 
$piritual Guides and Counſcllors f 


Hoe » 
And they ſhall be ſuppoſed to undeps 


ſtand more of the Mind of God than 


ordinary, though perhaps they ſcarce 


know . the old Law' from the ew; 
nor the Canon from the Apocryplal | 
Many, I fay, ſuch as theſe there be, 
who know not where to get 'twg 
groats, nor what they have to ſayto 
the People, but only becauſe mg 
have heard that the office of a. Mink MW 
ſter is the moſt Noble and honours 
ble Employment in the World,thers 
fore they, not knowing 1n the leaf 
what the meaning of that 15s, Ordes 
by all means muſt have, though ith 
to the diſparagement of that Hay 
Function. . A 
Others alſo there be, who are. 
ſo highly poſſeſsd with the metre 
dignity of the Ofhce, and honours 
bleneſs of the Employment , but 
think, had they but a Licence and 
Authority to Preach, Oh how they 
could pay 1t away! And that they 
can tell the People ſuch ſtrange 
things, as they never heard before m 


all their lives : That they have got 


6 
> 


me 


BE 
<. 


$4 


ſuch} 


| 
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facha commanding Voice, ſuch heart- 
* breaking Expreſſions, ſuch a peculiar 
Method of Text-drviding, and ſuch 
notable Helps for the interpreting all 
difficulties 1n Scripture, that they can 
ſhew the People a much ſhorter way 
to Heaven , than has been as yet 
made known by any. Such a for- 
- wardnelſs as this, of going into Holy 
\ -Qrders, either meerly out of an am- 
bitious humour of being called a 
Prieſt, or of thinking they could do 
ſuch feats and wonders, if they might 
be but free of the Pulpit, has filled 
the Nation with many more Divines, 
than there 1s any competent Mainte- 
nance for in the Church. 
_ Another great crowd that is made 
in the Church, is by thoſe, that take 
m there only as a place of ſhelter and 
refuge : Thus we have many turn 
Prieſts and Deacons, either for want 
of Employment in their Profeſſion of 
Law,Phyſick, orthelike 3 or having 
been unfortunate in their Trade, or 
baving broken a Leg.or an Arm,& ſo 
dilabled from following their former 
To Calling 3 
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Calling 3 or, having had the pleg« 
ſure of ſpending their Eſtate, op 
being ( perhaps deſeryedly ) dif: 
n—_ of their Inheritance. The 
Church is a very large and good 
SanQuary, and one fpiritual thils 
ling is as good as three Temporaw 
lity ſhillings : Let the hardeſt come” 
to the hardeſt; if they can get by 
heart, Qnid et Fides quid eſt Ec# 
oleſia? quot ſunt Concilia Generalia Fl 
and gain Orders, they may prove 
Readers or Preachers according uf 
their Gifts and Opportunities (hal 
lie. Now, many ſuch as theſe, the 
Church being not able to provids 
for ( as there is no great reaſog- 
that She ſhould be folicitous as 
bout it ) muſt needs prove a very” 
great diſparagement to Her : They 
coming hither juſt as the old Heas. 
thens ule to go to Prayers : When nos: 
thing would itop the anger of the 
Gods, then for a touchof Devos' 
tion: And if there be no way to 
get Victuals, rather than ſtarve let 
us Read or Preach, 
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In ſhort,Sir, We are perfeRly over- 
| ſtock'd with Profeſlors of Divinity 
There being ſcarce employment for 
half of thoſe who undertake that 
Office. And unleſs we had ſome of 
the Koxrifh tricks, to ramble up and 
down, and cry Pardons and Tndul- 

encies : Or for want of a Living, 
ans good ſtore of Clients inthe bu- 
fineſs of Pwrgatory, or the like, and 
fo make ſuch unrighteous gains of 
Religion, it were certainly much 
better if many of them were other- 
wiſe determined. Or unleſs we had 
fome vent for our learned ones be- 
yond the Sea, and could tranſport ſo 
many Tun of Divizes yearly, as we 
do other Commodities with which 
the Nation ts over-{ſtocked ; we do 
certainly very unadviſedly to breed 
up {0 oy to that Holy Calling, or 
to ſuffer ſo many to ſteal into Or- 
ders, ſeeing there 1s not ſufficient 
© Work and Employment for them.” 

The next thing that does much 
heighten the Miſery of our Church, 

& to the Poverty of it, is the Gen« 
| tries 
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tries deſigning, not only the weaky 


the lame, and uſually the moſt j 


favour'd of their children for the ofs 


fice of the Miniſtry, but- alſo ſuck 
as they intend to ſettle nothing upoy 
for their ſubſiſtence; leaving them 
wholly to the bare hopes of Churdy 
preferment. For, as they think, 
the thing look how it w1ll, it ts goad 
enough for the Church 3 and thatif 
1t, had but Limbs enough to climb 
the Pulpit, and Eyes enough to find 
the day of the Month, it will ſery 
well enough to preach and read 7 
vice: So likewiſe they think the 
have obliged the Clergy very mu 

if they pleaſe to beſtow two or thre 
years: Education upon a y ung 
Son at'the Univerſity, and then con 


mend him to the Grace of God, ang | 


the favour of the Church, without 
one penny of Money or inch of Land, 
You muſt not think,that he will ſpoil 

his eldeſt Son's Eſtate,or hazard the 
leſſening the Credit of the, Family, 
to do that which may tend any waf 
" tothe reputation and honour of the 


Clergy, 
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Elergy. And thus it comes topaſs 
that you may commonly ride ten 


- miles, and ſcarce meet witha Divine 


that. 1s worth above two Spoons and 
a Pepper-box, befides his Living, 
or- Spiritual ; Preferments. For, as 
for the Land, that goes ſweeping a- 
way with the eldeſt Son, for the 1m- 
mortality of the Family; and as for. 
the Money, that is uſually employed 
for to bind out, and ſet 'up other 
children. And thus you ſhall have 


them make no doubt of giving five 


hundred or a thouſand pounds for a 
ſtock to them : But for the poor Dz- 
vinity-Son, 1f he gets but enough to 
buy -a broad Hat at ſecond hand, 
and a ſmall Sytemz or two of Faith, 


- that's counted ſtock ſufficient for 


him to ſet up withal. And poflibly 


he might make ſome kind of ſhift in 
this world, if any body will ingage 


that he ſhall have neither Wite nor 
Children 3 but if it ſofalls out, that 
he leaves the world, and behind him 
either the one or the others; in 
what a diſmal condition are theſe 
likely 
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likely to be, and how will their fi} 
Calamities refte& upon the Clergy# 
So diſmal a thing 1sthis en 
judged, that thoſe that at their 
parture out of this Life are piou fly 
and vertuoufly diſpoſed, ' do uſiz: 
reckon the taking care for the reli 
of the poor A/inifters Widows, t 
be an opportunity of as neceffan 
Charity, as the mending the High 
wayes, and the erecting of Holph 
tals, 

But neither are ſpiritual Pref 
ments only ſcarce by reaſon of th 
great number that lie hovering of 
them, and that they that are th 
upon the wing are uſually defſticut 
of any other Eſtate and Livelihood 
but alſo when they. come into pol 
ſeſſion of them, they finding for the 
molt part-nothing but a little Sauce 
and fecand Cou f- » Pigs, Geeſe, and 
Apples, mult needs be put upou 
great perplexities for the ſtanding} 
neceſfaries of a Family. So that (YR 
it be enquired by any one, howY* 
Comes It to' paſs that we have 

many | 
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hy it Holy Orders that vider: 

and fo little, and that are able to 

'&0 ſo little Service wm the Church? 
If we would inſivet plainly and 
truly, we may ſay, Becauſe they 
'#regood for nothing elſe. Fox, ſhall 
"ve think that any man' that is not 
"@rs4 fo uſcleſneſs, poverty, and 
"miſery , will be - conterit with 
Twenty or Thitty pounds a year ? 
For though in the bul k it Iooks at. 
firſt like a bountiful Eſtate; yet, if 
'#e think of it a little better, we 
ſhall fd | that an ofdindry Brick- 
"Iyer, of Carpenter, (I meari not 
Jour great Undertdkers ind Maſtet< 
workmen ) that earns conſtantly 
bat his two ſhillings a day, hag 

JT tlearly & better Revenie, and hag 
| kenainly the command of more Mol 
: For that the one has no dilapi- 

MY ditions, gd the like, to' conſume 
eat part ,of his weekly Wages, 

ich you know how much the 

ff ther is Riject unto.” So that as long 
Mis we have ſo nſany ſmall and con- 
_— Livivgs belongihg*to' our 

7 « L Churck' 
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n_ (let the G0 flo what 


can.) we maſt ee & that | 
ſhould be ſupplyed by-very. _ 
table and unſerviceable things By 
that no body elſe will m 

them : Unleſs one 1n; an kev 
| bounding with Money, Charity a 


Goodneſs, will preach for nothi 


For if. men of Knoyledge , Pay 


dence, and. Wealth; have a phi 


againſt a Living of twenty or thy J 


pounds a year : There is no way 
et them into fuck an undertakig 


ut by ſending out a ſpiritual Pri | 
For that. very few Volunteers | ht 


are of worth (unleſs hetter er X 
raged) will go into that Holy 
fare : Bur it will beleft to choſe 
cannot - deviſe how - otherwiſe 
live. | 
Neither muſt people ſay, chatbþ 
ſides Biſhepricks, Prehends, and 


Itke, we have ſeveral brave Beab 


fices, ſufficient to invite thoſe of th 
beſt Parts, Education, and Dil 


on. For 1mapgine one Living/\ 
forty is worth a Hundred poun 


| 

| 

| 

| 

þ 
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ts And: ſupplied by- a Man of 
ty wholſome Counſel :. What 
the other thirty nine the better 
that > What are the Peo E a= 
hout Carlific better'd by his InſtruRt- 
ans: and advice who lives at Dover £ 
| £xpas certainly our $4950%r's Mind, 
Wren that the Golpel ſhould be 
_—_w to all Nations at firſt, but 
he. meaning and Power 'of it 
3 be preſerved and conſtantly 
[monks to all People, by ſych as had 
|dgment todoit. 
| > Neither again muſt they ay, that 
Y Chjes, Corporations, and the great 
Trading Towns of this Nation, Gwhich 
___ ſifength and glory of it, and 
contain the uſeful People of the 
Id) are uſually inſtructed by ves 
| Wit and judicious Perſons.For, 
ſuppoſe, that our $4vioxr's Deſign 
all $45 not that Majors, Aldermen, and 
ol Merchants, ſhould be only ſaved 3 
M hi alſo that all plain Countrey Peo- 
ſhould partake of the ſame means * 
Who, though they read not ſo'many 


Gazette, as a Citizez, not concertt 
dl |. EL 2 themſelves 
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themſelves where the Turk, or 'Ki 
of France (ſets'on next 3- yet the'trug 
knowledge of God is now fo plai 
delivered in Scripture ,' that they 
-wants nothing but ſober and P adet 
Offerers of the ſame, to make it 
ving to thoſe of the meaneſt und 
ftandings. And therefore in allpy 
riſhes; if poſſible, there onght trol 
ſuck a' fixt and ſertled Proviſionjwl 
might reaſonably mvite ſome care 
and prudent Perſon, for the Peogly 
Guide and Inſtruction in Holy Ml 
ters. | wo” 

And furthermore : It might be@# 
ded, that the Revenue belongir ot 
moſt of Corporation-Livings is no 
mighty bufineſs : For were 1t notWt 
the uncertain and humorſome cdl 
tribution of the well-pleaſed Parillts 
oners , the Parſon and his Family 
might be eafily (tarved, for all-tht 
Lands or Income that belongs to'lW 
Church. Beſides rhe great miſchi@ 
that ſuch kind of hired Preachall 
have done in the World:which ſhalt 
not ſtay here to-inſilt upon. ya 
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And as we have not Churches e- 
nougb, in reſpect of the great multi- 
rude that are qualified for a Living 3 
fp;confidering the ſmallneſ# of the re- 
yenne, and the: number of People 
that are tobe'the Hearers, it is very 
in that we have too many.” ' And 
weſhall many times find too Church- 
es in the ſame Yard, - whenas. one 
' yould hold 'doyble the People of 
both the Pariſhes : And if they were 
united for the eneouragernent of ſome 
deſerving Perſon, he might eafily 
wake ſhift to ſpend very hojieftly-and 
ba what 'the 'Reventie” of both. 


what though Churches 'iftand at 
little further diftance 2 People may 
pleaſe to walk a mile without diſtem- 
| peting themſelves ; when 49 they ſhall 
fl 2oithree or four to a Market to ſell 
"= wopecnnic-worth of Eggs 
+ Bur ſuppoſe | they refolve'to pre- 
py tend, that rhey ſhall cateh cold/(the 
ol Clouds being ' more than ordinary 
il thick upon the Sunday, as 'they uſu- 
th ally- are, if there be Religion 1n the 
oF caſe) and that' they are abſolutely 
| L'3 | bent 
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- bent upotr having inſtrution braug t 
to their. own Town : Why 
not one Sermon a day, or rather 
fail one,in a; fortnight, from a x 
dent and well eſteem'd-of Pre: 
do. as well as two a Ro from h 
to par + tf ereup Dany 
"*s at and Rds. " ; 
now; what peqple will pre e "| 
ſay to;this; 2% Thatif upon 
the Chutch doors. be ſhut, NN | 
bouſes will;be qpens.. And-thereſil 
there! muſt; be ſome body, tha 
never Dag and: lamentabletc 
AWAY: Ja time'in the. Chnrcb, 4 
Doe Tom TO 
peace [Þ: Ty Ys: eh 
the; Nord of God (cor ot. 
in Negatives 5 and that the oble 
tion of the. Sabbath: was only nc 0 
be drynk- 4. then. they ſp k mych w 
the puxpaſe :; but if jt be atherwil 
yory: little... Tt being not much ul 
like (as :it is, the faſkiion- in wail 
places ) tq the ſending'of. little ch 
dren of two or three: years aids w 
SC oo 


- 
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$ehhol-Damte, "without any deſign of 

| Jexraing one'Letter,. but only to 
keep them out of the fire and water. 

Laſt of all 3 People tnuft not fa; 
thar! there needs no great ſtore * 
Learning in a Miniſter; and' there- 
fore# ſmall! Living may atfivet his 
 feſerts: for that there: he Homilies 
- pade )n{purpoſt by-the Chutch for 
I Beginhers and flow Tiiventers. 
Wherenporn' it is that fuch difference 
þ made between giving 07deps, 'and 
Weenſt to preach; the 'Halk' being 
ranted only -t& ſuch'as-the Biſhop 

Wall judge able to make Sermons. 
Bbe this does not ſeem! to'do the 
\effiry for. every: Gnide of a Pariſh 
nz 
'"$#&ecr, or to'nixke exattly elegant 
'er-profound Diſcourſes for the Pul- 
pit 5: yet moſt' certainly it is'very re-- 
quiſite that he ſhould be ſo'far learn- 
<4 and judicious , 'as prudently to 
$_adviſe, diret, mform, and fatisfie 
F tae-people in holy matters, when 
they demand it, or beg it from him. 
= L 4 Which 


2 
- 
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Which, to peform readily and 'j 
diciouſly,,, requires much more « 7, 
cretion- and. skjll, than, upan lot 
deliberation, to make a continue 
talk of an hour, without any gre k 
diſcernible failings. $0 that were$ 
Miniſter tyed pp never to mA ne 
ſentence of his own jtpvention outg 
the Pulpit in his whale Life-zim 
yet_doubtleſs many. other occ: 
there be, for which neither .! 
dom nax Reputation ſhould be war 
ing in him'that; has the Care and. GU 
vernment of a Pariſh. | 

I ſhall not here go about to ple 
my. (elf with the 1magination of'y 
the pre Tithes being,. reſtored!) 
the ;byrch, havin ng ite realoul 
hope to ſee ſuch dayes of: vertut 
Nor ball I here tnaſlion the- 4 
mightineſ of former Kitrgs and:Pah 
laments; | nor diſpyte whether . all 
the King Henrjes 1nthe world, with 
never ſuch a powerful Parligaeat 
were able tg determine to any othe . 
yſe, what was once ſolemnly dedicay! 
ted to God ang his Seryice, But: ; 

J & 
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yet whey we. lopk over the Prefaces 
tothoſe' 4G s of. Parliament, 'wherc» 

| by, ſome Church-revenues -| were 
| granted to Hepry the eight, Qne Cane. 

pot; but be much taken with the in»: 
ity of that Paliament + That 
=_ the King wanted a ſupply of 


SS and an Augmentation to his 
y 


enue, =o bandſomely, out--of 
Church made proviliqq for 
; without _—_ themſelves any 

at all :. For, ſay. they. fecing 
ie, Majeity is Our joy and life, ſee+ 
i what He is ſo._couragious and wiſe, 
 that- be is ſo. tender of, and well- 

ted to all bis. Subjeds; andthat 
| has beer = ſach lqrge Ex- 
wres for five and twenty whole, years 
loidefend 4nd -proted} this bis Realm; 

ſ* ; [ore in all Fo and Gratitude, 
wd.' us. 4 agifeſt token of our, un+ 
pred Then fu "L We or UN= 
the King, andbis. Heirs for. ever, 
6c, It fallows as cloſely. as can be, 
' Fw becauſe the..King had been a 
: and, deſerving King, .and had 
Wicen at much, trou ible. and expence 
r 
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for the ſafety and honour of _ 
tion; that" thererefore all-his 
ſhall beſt pplyed out of the nur 
As if 'ﬆ}! the Charges that he h | 
been at, was upori the accounit g 
of his Bcele faſtieal SubjeFs, ad | 
in rekition to the reſt. "of 
 Ttjsnot, Sir, for you and I to gh 
which way the whole Clergy ii 
neril might be better provided 
Bur fire-1t is; and'rfiaſt-not be de v1 
ed, thatſo Jotlg as many Living 
rinue as they now ate, thus impd | 
riſhed; an that there be' fo few 
cotragements for \'men of Sobritf 


4 


Wiſdom , and Ledrvi , we Bell: 
no reaſon to'expeF-mich better BY + 
ftructors ard Govetitours of Patil y 
thart at preſent weeemnionly- thy y 
- Fhete 1s # way; Tknow: that l. 


people love'marvellouffy to call | 
and that-1s a juſt and'equa? levelli 1 
of Ecckfiaftical-preferments. \ 7a F 
acheme Feſeſmene ay they, woul -; 
it be, if twenty of thirty thouſa hd p: 
pounds a year were taken front - « 

f 


Biſbope, and difcreethy- ſprinkled'# , 
mongk 
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ng@-the poorer 'and meangn fort 
vftheClergy 2:how wouldat tcjoice 
their bearts, and encourage therin 
their Office? 'What need rhoſtgreat 
and: f@mptuous Palaces, their City, 
and. thexr Country-houſes;.-theiy 
Patks-. and. [padious; Waters, -:theis 
tolilyDifhes and faſhionable;Sauce 
May not he that. hves-ini:a::fmall 
thatch & houſe, that can fearcerntdlk 
Jaut: ſtrides int hoown ground; [thad 
Sony xead well :Concerurhg Fexds 
Ji; Fiſby- and Fowl 3- may not he, 4 
wy, preach; as loud;-and to /as much 
{©;| as :qne bff> thoſe high :and? 
ality Cpreitealiſts 2 Go :to-theng 
fing-tt; hath: pleaſed God toimake 
ich ja : botintiful:-provifion ifor! his 
_— in ganer#lz what neediwie be: 
®Yicttots about the: anendimhglthe 
lowcondition of many of the{Bfer-: 
$89:11when as there: 4s fuch a.platn re- 
'medy/at Hand; had we butgrace to! 
'Þpply 2? This:invention/pleatds:fome 
_ any: well: Bitfor alt the-great; 
F cate theypretend to haverof theidi- 
jY fireſſed-part of the Clergy; I arveon-" 
WELorh © tident, 
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fident, one might eaſily gheſs* 
would pleaſe them: wn betresr'N | 
inſtead uf augmenting ſmall -Beneſs 
ces, the Biſhops would be pleaſed 
return tothem thoſe Lands that ti 
purchaſed in their: abſence. ' Ang 
thenas for the relieving of the C 4 
gy, they wayld try itt they could fi 
outanother way. ih 

But: art. thou in'good earneſt 
excellent” Contriver > Doſt : tl 6 
think [that if the -greateſt of "ou 
begin peta wild 
par out amongſt thoſe that 
12 want; it would domuch feats il 
courtefies > And doſtthou not!hil 
wiccthink, that if ten or twentyW 
the luſtieſt Noble--rtn; Eſtates of @ k 

gland were: cleaverly tliced 

the: Indigent. would it not ſtrain re I 
refrth-ſome of the poor. Laity, tt 

cry :Smali-coal or- grind Seithirs 
L daſuppoſe that 3f 'God ſhould. as 
terwards; incline thy: :mind ©. op h 
phanſe it will not' be as yet/ a'good# 
while. to be ai Berefa&or to the 
ok, ; thy wiſdom may Agr | 

ir 
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.gire& thee to diſperſe thy goodnels 
in ſmaller parcels, rather than to flow 
in upon two orthree with full happi. 
 ne6./ (But if it be my inclination to 
ſettle-npon one Eccleſiaſtical perſon, 
and his ſucceſlors for ever, a- thou- 
fand pounds a year 3 upon condition 
only to read the Service of the Church 
once 1n-a week 3 and thou takeſt it 
ll; findeſt fault with my Prudence, 
and the Method of: my Munificence 
and _ the:ſtipend is much too 
large for ſuch a ſmall task : Yet, I am 
confident, that ſhould: I make thy 
Laityſhip Heir of ſuch an Eſtate, and 
- oblige thee only to the trouble and 
 expence of the ſpending a _ 
Chicken, or half a dozen of Larks, 
* once a year, in Commemoration of 
me; that thou wouldſt count: me the 
wiſeſt Man that ever was ſince the 
Creation : And pray to God, never 
to diſpoſe thy mind to part with 
Y one farthing of it for any other uſe 
K thanfor the Service of thy ſelf and 
TY thy Family. And-yet, ſoit is, that 
| becauſe the Biſhops, upon their firſt 
| being 
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bei ing reſtored, had>the confide 
to levy Fines according a —_— 
juſtly due, and deſired to liveinth 
own Honſes (af not pall'd down).anf 
to receive their owt Rentss 2 Pref 
ly they cry out, the Church-mes | wy 
otall rhe: Treafure, and Money 
the Nation into their hands: / If oh 
have any;/let them thank Godife 
and:make'igood uſe of it. Weep 
Beloved;for there is very little hope 
that they. will caſtiit all intothe.0 * 
on. purpoſe to' ſtop the moutha 
them; that ſay th have too Ma p 
'- What: iother 'contrivances thai 
may be forthe ſettling upon Minif 
im General a ſufficient Revemnuet 
thew ſubfiſtence and encour: yel , 
mtheir Office 3 ſhall leave tot 
conſidered of by the Governoursl 
Eearningand Religion. Of 
muchtis certain, that fo lo; 
Maintenance 'of many Miniſters 
very: ſmall; it is not to be avoided 
but that @ great-part of them '1 
want learning, - pradence, couragy 
and. bras: to' F aber good' when! 
th 
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oy what if we hamRG et 
ay RA 
be m_ the 
tld ; ; tarned _-- nga of very: 
-underſtanding,and wiſdom, yet, 
5.82 Fee pas unleſs there be 
dog for moſt Towns and Pa- 
nilhes, ſome tollerable and ſufficient 
; the ſtrength of Religian.and. 
Cr edit of the Clergy will daily 
an more and more. Not that it 
| e believed, that every fmall 
mtrey. Pariſh ſhould be altogether. 
hopeleſs .as. to the next Life, 'unleſs 
they have r, Hooker, CE TI 
AHammornd, ora Sapaerſon, dwell 
amongſt them ; but requiſite it is = 
bo be brought about, that ſome- 
| there ſhould be, to whom the 
| bh have reaſon toattend, and to 
bet ireRted., and guided by him. 

I have, Sir, no more toſay, were 
itnor that you find the word Religion 
inthe Title 3 of which in particular I 

| aw very little:Neither need 
dering how-neerly it depends, 

. tots glory and ſtrength, upon the 
reputation 
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-Feputation and mouth of tlie't Jef i 
And Iſhall add no more bur this, 2 
that athong thoſe many thin 
tendto the decay of Religi "RY , 


due Reverence ofthe Ho þ Scriptures 
rtothing has more occaſton'd it, that 
the ridiculous and idle diſcourſes hat 
are nttered out of Pulpits: For whey 
the GaZ/arts of the World do ob i 
tow the 14iſters themſelves do ji # 
gle, quibble, and play the fools with 
eit Texts, no wonder if they, why 
dre ſo inclinable 'to Atheiſm, do my 
only deride and deſpiſe the Prieffh 
but droll upon the Bible, a_ Mn as il 
- mg of all that is ſober anda Y bf 
ath, + 


-M 'Yf 
vIr, | 


AS  Tonr moſt bumble Servan 
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